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profit of the trader were supposed to need protection. 

It is the judgment of this court...that the plaintiff is not a citizen of Missouri, in the sense 
in which that word is used in the Constitution....and that the Circuit Court of the United States 
had no jurisdiction in the case, and could give no judgement in it.... 


Source: Benjamin C. Howard, Report of the Decision of the Supreme Court of the United States 
in the Case of Dred Scott, Washington, 1857), pp. 9-17, 60. 




OSBORNE ANDERSON DESCRIBES JOHN BROWN S RAID 


Of John Brown's original party which struck the federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), five were blacks: Shields Green, Dangerfielcl Newby, Sherrarcl Lewis 
Leary, John A. Copeland, and Osborne P. Anderson. Anderson, the only black to suri’ive, wrote 
an account of the raid titled A Voice From Harper's Ferry . Part of the account is reprinted 

below. 


From the prisoner taken by us who had participated in the assault upon Kagi's position, 
we received the sad details of the slaughter of our brave companions. Seven different times 
during the day they were fired upon, while they occupied the interior part of the building, the 
insurgents defending themselves with great courage, killin g and wounding with great precision. 
At last, overwhelming numbers, as many as five hundred blocked up the front of the building, 
battered the doors down and forced their way into the interior. The insurgents were then forced 
to retreat the back way, fighting, however, all the time. They were pursued, when they took to 
the river, and waded out to a rock, mid-way, and there, made a stand, being completely hemmed 
in, front and rear. Some four or five hundred shots were fired at them before they were 
conquered. They would not surrender into the hands of the enemy, but kept on fighting until 

every one was killed.... 

The party at the rifle factory fought desperately till the last, from their perch on the rock. 
Slave and free, black and white, carried out the special injunction of the brave old Captain, to 
make sure work of it. The unfortunate targets for so many bullets from the enemy, some of them 
received two or three balls.... But they were all "honorable" men, noble, noble fellows, who 
fought and died for the most holy principles. 

Of the various contradictory reports made by slaveholders about the time of the Harper's 
Ferry conflict, none were more untruthful than those relating to the slaves....They were charged 
specially with being unreliable, with deserting Captain Brown the first opportunity, and going 
back to their masters; and with being so indifferent to the work of their salvation from the yoke, 
as to have to be forced into service by the Captain, contrary to their will.... On the Sunday 
evening of the outbreak, when we visited the plantations and acquainted the slaves with our 
purpose to effect their liberation....one old mother, white-haired from age, and borne down with 
the labors of many years in bonds, when told of the work in hand, replied: "God bless you! God 

bless you!" 

The truth of the Harper's Ferry "raid," as it has been called, in regard to the part taken by 
the slaves, and the aid given by colored men generally, demonstrates clearly: First, that the 
conduct of the slaves is a strong guarantee of the weakness of the institution, should a favorable 
opportunity occur; and, secondly, that the colored people, as a body, were well represented by 
numbers, both in fight, and in the number who suffered martyrdom afterward. 


Source: Osborne Anderson, A Voice from Harper's Ferry, (Boston, 1861), pp. 6-15. 



ONE BLACK WOMAN'S RESPONSE TO JOHN BROWN'S RAID, 1859 


In the wake of the Harper's Ferry Raid and the arrest of John Brown and his surviving 
companions, blacks wrote letters, passed resolutions, meet and staged demonstrations of 
support. The letter of Francis Ellen Watkins, a black abolitionist, is reprinted below as an 
example of the response. Brown probably never saw the letter because it was written only seven 

days before his execution. 


KendallviUe, Indiana 
November 25, 1859 

Deal - Friend: 

Although the hands of Slavery throw a barrier between you and me, and it may not be my 
privilege to see you in your prison-house, Virginia has no bolts or bars through which I dread to 
send you my sympathy. In the name of the young girl sold from the warm clasp of a mother's 
arms to the clutches of a libertine or a profligate,--in the name of the slave mother, her heart 
rocked to and fro by the agony of her mournful separation,--I thank you, that you have been 
brave enough to reach out your hands to the cmshed and blighted of my race. You have rocked 
the bloody Bastille; and I hope that from your sad fate great good may arise to the cause of 
freedom. Already from your prison has come a shout of triumph against the giant sin of our 
country. The hemlock is distilled with victory when it is pressed to the lips of Socrates. The 
Cross becomes a glorious ensign when Calvary's page-bowed sufferer yields up his life upon it. 
And, if Universal Freedom is ever to be the dominant power of the land, your bodies may be 
only her first stepping stones to dominion. I would prefer to see Slavery go down peaceably by 
men breaking off their sins by righteousness and their iniquities by showing justice and mercy to 
the poor; but we cannot tell what the future may bring forth. God writes national judgments 
upon national sins; and what may be slumbeiing in the storehouse of divine justice we do not 

know. 

We may earnestly hope that your fate will not be a vain lesson, that it will intensify our 
hatred of Slavery and love of Freedom, and that your martyr grave will be a sacred altar upon 
which men will record their vows of undying hatred to that system which tramples on man and 
bids defiance to God. I have written to your dear wife, and sent her a few dollars, and I pledge 
myself to you that I will continue to assist her. May the ever-blessed God shield you and your 
fellow-prisoners in the darkest hour. Send my sympathy to your fellow-prisoners; tell them to be 
of good courage; to seek a refuge in the Eternal God, and lean upon His everlasting arms for a 
sure support. If any of them, like you, have a wife or children that I can help, let them send me 

word. 

Yours in the cause of freedom. 


Source: Herbert Aptheker, A Documentary’ History of the Negro People of the United States, 

(New York: Citadel Press, 1969), pp. 440-441. 




CHAPTER SEVEN: 


The Civil War 



CHAPTER SEVEN: The Civil War 


The Civil War ended black slavery and the vignettes in this chapter explores black 
participation in the war effort. The first vignette, Race and the Civil War, however, emphasizes 
the role of racial fear and prejudice in prompting the war between the states. Seeking the Right 
to Fight, and Douglass Calls on Blacks to Fight for Liberty and Union, describes the first 
unsuccessful efforts of blacks to join the Union Army immediately after the firing on Fort Sumter 
while Black "Contraband" describes the first African American refugees of the war. The 
Emancipation Proclamation declares slaves free in the regions still controlled by Confederate 
forces on January 1, 1863 while A Chronology of Emancipation puts the end of American 
slavery in the larger perspective of the world-wide struggle against human bondage. The 
evolving transformation of slaves into free people is explained in two vignettes, Charlotte Forten 
Teaches the Ex-Slaves and Susie King Taylor and Black Freedom. 

Two vignettes, The New York Draft Riot, 1863 and The New York Draft Riot, An 
Eyewitness Account provide examples of the response of some Northerners to the prospect of 
large-scale black emancipation. Nonetheless, by July 1863 blacks who were now a permanent 
part of the Union forces, increasingly concentrated their efforts against their Confederate 
opponents. In the vignette, A Black Soldier Writes Home, 1863, we see a description of black 
soldiers in battle. A Day "Worth Living For" describes the nearly forgotten all-black 5th 
Massachusetts Cavalry, overshadowed by the recent interest in the movie "Glory" which focuses 
on the 54th Infantry Regiment. The Fort Pillow Massacre suggests the particular burden African 
American soldiers had to carry in their fight for freedom. Reluctant Liberators: Northern 
Troops in the South indicates the ambivalent attitudes of white troops toward the African 
American slaves they, after 1863, are ordered to liberate. A Proposal to Enlist Blacks in the 
Confederate Army reflects both the desperation of the Confederacy during the early months of 
1865 and a belated recognition of the fighting capacity of their African-American Union 
opponents. The final vignette, A Black Soldier Describes the Fall of Richmond, 1865 describes 
the participation of black troops in the capture of the capital of the Confederacy. 

Finally the vignettes Sojourner Truth Meets President Lincoln and An Ex-Slave at the 
White House, indicate the surprisingly close proximity of some African American "servants" to 

the highest levels of government. 



Terms for Week Seven: 


"contraband" 

General David Hunter 
General Janies Lane 
Emancipation Proclamation 
New York City Draft Riot 
54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment 
Charlotte Forten 
Susie King Taylor 
Fort Pillow 
Battle of the Crater 

Major Civil War Battles involving black troops 

Fort Wagner, 1863 Vicksburg, 1863 

Port Hudson, 1863 Nashville, 1864 

Cold Harbor, 1864 Petersburg, 1864, 1865 

XXV Corps 

Major Martin Delany 

Captain P.B.S. Pinchback 

Major Francis E. Dumas 


Captain Robert Smalls—"The Planter 



RACE AND THE CIVIL WAR 


In the following vignette historian James A. Rowley argues that race or rather the continued 
subjugation of the African American race through slavery in order to maintain social control, 
was the centred theme of the coming Civil War. Rawley also argues that a different set ofracicd 
fears motivated Northerners to fight. Part of his argument is outlined below. 


Scholars have advanced an astounding variety of interpretation of the causes of the 
American Civil War. In their quest for causation they have discovered the origins of conflict, 
among many places, in a constitutional crisis, in an aggressive slave power, in slavery, in 
economic rivalry, in sectionalism, in moral attitudes toward slavery, in blundering statesmen, in 
political disorganization, in fanaticism, and in slavery conjoined with race adjustment. 

This confusion of tongues evidences the diversity of forces at work in the fifties. 
Accepting the weightiness of many of the opinions of previous scholars, I have sought to invite 
attention to neglected racial attitudes.... Antislavery men as well as proslavery men, northerners 
as well as southerners, disfavored social equality between the races. Presidents and politicians, 
statesmen and lickspittles, poets and preachers, planters and plowmen, artisans and poor whites 
shared a nearly universal aversion to racial equality. Acceptance of Negro inferiority...pervaded 

American social thought... 

Negro servitude, it is true, began as a labor arrangement in the seventeenth century, but it 
soon was set off from white labor, free and indentured, by the color bar. Slavery forma li zed the 
racial difference. Thereafter it became impossible to extinguish slavery because of racialist 
preconceptions. The ante-bellum educator, President Elliot of Planters' College, Mississippi, 
uttered a home truth when he pointed out that the word "slave" in the United States described not 
a kind of servant but "the African race." The vice president of the Confederacy, Alexander H. 

Stephens, candidly explained the racial basis of the Confederate States of America. The 
Confederate cornerstone was not....states rights, nor slavery, but racial inequality. The question 
of "the proper status of the negro," he said at Savannah in March, 1861, "was the immediate 
cause" of secession. "Our new Government is founded," he continued, "upon the great truth that 

the negro is not equal to the white man." 

Similarly, the Richmond editor, E.A. Pollard, found the "hue ground" of the South's 
defense of slavery to have been the race barrier. "The true question which the war involved," he 
declared [was] the felt necessity to maintain an inferior race in slavery.... When the war was well 
on its way, indeed nearly, lost, the fear of forcibly imposed racial equality impelled the South to 
fight on." The same insight distinguished the professional historian, Ulrich B. Philips, an native 
of Georgia, who forthrightly framed his view in his essay "The Central Theme of Souther 
History." The central theme he found to be not slavery but the South's resolution to keep the 
land of Dixie a white man's country; the South defended slavery as a guarantee of white 
supremacy and Caucasian civ iliz ation. Slavery was the means of solving the problem of race 

control.... 

The British historian Alan A. Conway, in a summary statement of the war's causes 
sustains the view that slavery was crucial but takes exception to the argument that L incoln's 
election signified a first step by the North to racial equality. The rank and file of northerners, 
Conway contends, feared "that, if slavery could not be contained, they would be faced with the 
competition from Negro slave labour in the free states and territories." Northerners in 1860 
dreaded economic competition and the loss of status from free Negroes, if there should be 
emancipation, and from the slaves, if there should be expansion of slavery. Southerners in 1860 



dreaded Negro assimilation into southern society, if there should be emancipation. "They both 
fought out of illogical fear. "The Negro as a Negro rather than as a slave," he concludes, "was 

the critical point." 


Source: James A. Rawley, Race and Politics: "Bleeding Kansas" and the Coming of the Civil 

War (Philadelphia, 1969), pp. 257-262. 



SEEKING THE RIGHT TO FIGHT, 1861-1862 


When the Civil War first broke out blacks attempted unsuccessfully to join the Union Army. The 
two reprints below reflect their desire to defend the nation and deal a fated blow to slavery. The 
first reprint is a letter written by Jacob Dodson, a former explorer with John C. Fremont, and 
the second is a resolution passed by the black citizens of New York City. 


Washington, April 23d, 1861 

Hon. Simon Cameron, 

Secretary of War 

Sir: I desire to inform you that I know of some three hundred of reliable colored free citizens of 
this City, who desire to enter the service for the defence of the City. 

I have been three times across the Rocky Mountains in the service of the Country with 

Fremont and others. 

I can be found about the Senate Chambers, as I have been employed about the premises 

for some years. 

Yours respectfully, 
Jacob Dodson, 
(Colored) 


Resolution of Negro Mass Meeting 

Whereas, the traitors of the South have assailed the United States Government, with the 
intention of overthrowing it for the purpose of perpetrating slavery; and, 

Whereas, in such a contest between North and South--believing, as we do, that it is a 
contest between liberty and despotism--it is as important for each class of citizens to declare, as 
it is for the mlers of the Government to know, their sentiments and position; therefore, 

Resolved, That our feelings urge us to say to our countrymen that we are ready to stand 
by and defend the Government as the equals of its white defenders--to do so with "our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor," for the sake of freedom and as good citizens; and we ask you to 
modify your laws, that we may enlist--that full scope may be given to the patriotic feelings 
burning in the colored man's breast--and we pledge ourselves to raise an army in the country of 

fifty thousand colored men. 

Resolved, That more than half of the army which we could raise, being natives of the 
South, knowing its geography, and being acquainted with the character of the enemy, would be 

of incalculable service to the Government. 

Resolved, That the colored women would go as nurses, seamstresses, and warriors, if 
need be, to emsh rebellion and uphold the Government. 

Resolved, That the colored people, almost without an exception, "have their souls in 
arms, and all eager for the fray," and are ready to go at a moment's warning, if they are allowed 

to go as soldiers. 

Resolved, That we do immediately organize ourselves into drilling companies, to the end 
of becoming better s kill ed in the use of fire-arms; so that when we shall be called upon by the 
country, we shall be better prepared to make a ready and fitting response. 


Source: The Liberator . May 31, 1861. 



BLACK "CONTRABAND" 


In May 1861, less than a month after the beginning of the Civil War, over 12,000 Federal troops 
arrived at Fortress Monroe, off the Virginia coast at Hampton, to insure that the military facility 
would remain in Union hands. Their presence allowed Hampton's slaves their first opportunity 
for freedom in the Civil War. In the following account historian Robert Engs describes the short 
flight to freedom of three slaves, Shepard Mallory, Frank Baker, and James Townsend, to 
Fortress Monroe, and the subsequent development of the "contraband" policy by Union General 
Benjamin Butler which thousands of other African Americans would use to gcdn their freedom. 
Ironically Butler's "contraband" policy would prove popular among Northern abolitionists and 
unsettling with President Lincoln, in stark contrast to the response given his earlier policy of 
returning fugitive slaves to their owners which he developed while sending as military 

commander of Maryland. 


On the night of 24 May 1861, three slave men fled across the causeway that led from Old 
Point Comfort to Fortress Monroe and appealed for sanctuary. The following morning. Major 
John Cary of the Virginia Artillery appeared at the Fort under a flag of trace. He demanded the 
return of the three escaped slaves as required under the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act. Cary further 
requested permission to evacuate the residents of Hampton to the southside of Hampton Roads 
and northward up the Peninsula. Both the escaped slaves and Major Cary were interviewed by 
the Fortress commander, General Benjamin Butler, who had arrived only two days before. 

Butler was a mon of some military experience through his ante-bellum leadership of the 
Massachusetts militia. He was also a prominent Democratic politician with aspirations to the 
Massachusetts governorship or higher. At that moment in the spring of 1861, Butler was both an 
asset and liability to Abraham L incoln. He was a nationally known Democrat vocally loyal to 
the Republican administration; but if he broke with the administration, many other Northern 

Democrats might follow him. 

Butler had already demonstrated his potential to create divisiveness. He had used armed 
federal troops to occupy Baltimore against the wishes of the Union's commanding general, 
Winfield Scott. L incoln and Scott feared such action might propel Maryland into secession; 
Butler felt occupation might be the only way to prevent secession. For his initiative, Butler was 
reassigned to Fortress Monroe, which both he and the administration mistakenly though of as an 
out-of-the-way post. The problems raised by the presence of three fugitive slaves and Major 
Cary from the opposing army were early indications that Hampton would be at the center...of 

events during the war. 

Butler had to decide whether the three slaves, Shepard Mallory, Frank Baker, and James 
Townsend, should be returned to their master, Colonel Charles Mallory. His decision could have 
major national implications. President L incoln had formulated no policy on escaping slaves. 
L incoln and other more conservative Republicans still hoped to draw the South back into the 
Union with little further bloodshed. Any Northern undermining of the South's slave system 
would destroy such hopes and might cause the border states to bolt to the Confederacy as well. 

The radical Republicans were more inclined to see the war as an assault on slavery. They 
wanted escaping slaves welcomed into Union lines whenever they appeared. Butler dared not 
exceed his instructions again, as he had in Baltimore....but he did not wish to offend Northern 
abolitionists, especially since so many were residents of his home state, Massachusetts. 



Butler questioned the three fugitives and found they had run away because their master 
meant to take them along in his flight to North Carolina with the Confederate army. The three 
slaves would have to leave their wives and families behind. After pondering this information, 
Butler stmck upon a shrewd plan which turned Southerners' insistence that slave were chattel 
property--just like pigs or cows--upon its head. The three fugitives, Butler decreed, were 
"contraband of War," enemy property so as to deny its use to the enemy. It was a novel solution 
that fired the imagination of Northern abolitionists. Butler was soon acclaimed all over the 
North for his initiative. L incoln was uneasy both over the "contraband" theory and the fact that 
Butler had thought of it; but the policy did sidestep the issue of the slaves' status after the war, 

and L incoln did not countermand it. 

Having decide the status of the fugitives, Butler was ready to meet Major Cary. To the 
major's request that the slaves be returned, the general responded with an emphatic "No." The 
Fugitive Slave Law of the United States could hardly apply if Virginia was, as it claimed, a 
foreign nation. He added, however, if Colonel Mallory, their owner, would come in and take an 
oath of allegiance to the Union, he would gladly return his human property. The interviews with 
Butler marked the end of the harmonious interracial world of Hampton. Hie blacks and whites 
had been forced to take a dispute between them to an outsider, to a Yankee , and the blacks had 
won. Nothing in Hampton would ever be the same again. 

That afternoon of 25 May the village of Hampton was abandoned; the majority of its 
residents fled to the Confederate lines drawn across the northern edge...of the peninsula. The 
Hamptonians going north, however, were mostly white.... On the day of evacuation, 8 more 
slaves crossed the causeway to the Fort; the next day 47 more came. This stream rapidly became 
a flood. Intermittent s kir mished between Union and Confederate troops and Union capture of 
Newport News made escape easy. By July over 900 contraband had found protection around the 

Fortress. 

These were freedom's first opportunists. In the ensuing three decades, they and the 
thousands who would join them in Hampton would test freedom's meaning with a determination 
and sophistication that at once surprised and dismayed many whites including erstwhile allies. 
Yet to these blacks each action the followed their initial escape was as logical as the first. 
Freedom had to be something one could go to, lay hold of, and use, or it had no meaning. 


Robert Francis Engs, Freedom's First Generation: Black Hampton, Virginia, 1861-1890 (1979), 

pp. 18-22. 



CHARLOTTE FORTEN TEACHES THE EX-SLAVES 


Charlotte Forten was bom into a home of privilege, comfort and elegance. The granddaughter 
of James Forten, the successful Philadelphia sailmaker who was one of the wealthiest 
antebellum black businessmen and the niece of abolitionist, Robert Purvis, she was destined to 
lead a consemative, secure life. In 1856 she was appointed the first black teacher of white 
children in Salem, Massachusetts. However when the Civil War began Forten siezed the 
opportunity to teach the ex-slaves in Union-occupied South Carolina. In this 1862 letter to 
William Lloyd Garrison, she describes conditions on the plantation surrounding her school. 


I am staying at the same house in which a store is kept for the freed people by a Quaker 
gentleman sent here by the Philadelphia Commission. One has an excellent opportunity here for 
observing the negroes. I am particularly pleased with their manners. They are always perfectly 
courteous to each other, as well as to us.... As far as I have observed, they seem to me honest, 
industrious, and anxious to improve in every way. This is wonderful, considering the crushing 
and degrading system to which they have been subjected. They certainly are not the stupid, 
degraded people that many at the North believe them to be. 

The plantation on which we live was owned by a man whom all the people unite in 
calling a "hard master." And his wife, it is said, was even more cmel than h im self..... They were 
kept half-starved for some time_as a punishment for daring to be ill, I suppose. The whip was 
used freely.... If a fowl or anything else on the plantation was missed, and the thief could not be 
discovered, every slave would receive a number of lashes. They were wretchedly clothed. One 
poor woman had her feet and limbs so badly frozen from exposure, that she was obliged to have 
both legs amputated above the knee. She is living here now, and is one of the best women on the 

place. 

From such a life as these poor people.... are overflowing with gratitude to the "Yankees," 
for coming here, and giving them their freedom. One very old man,_who came into the store this 
morning.... dressed in an original suit, made entirely of carpeting,_expressed to Mr. H. [John A. 
Hunn, the Philadelphia Quaker referred to above] his delight at the new state of things :_"Don't 
have me feelin's hurt now, massa. Used to have me feelin's hurt all de time; but don't hab 'em 

hurt now, no more." 

As I bring this letter to a close, my thoughts revert to New England_to Massachusetts, 
which I believe I am in the habit of considering as all New England. And I recall with pleasure 
the many happy Thanksgiving Days passed there. But it has been reserved for me to spend here, 
in South Carolina, the happiest, the most jubilant Thanksgiving Day of my life. We hear of cold 
weather and heavy snow storms up in the North land; but here roses and oleanders are blooming 
out of doors, figs are ripening, the sunlight is warm and bright, and over all shines gloriously the 
blessed light of freedom, freedom forevermore. 

I am, dear friend, very truly yours, C.L.F. 


Source: The Liberator , December 19, 1862 




SUSIE KING TAYLOR AND BLACK LREEDOM 


Born a slave in 1848, Susie King Taylor eventually gained an education in Savannah and 
became a teacher to ex-slaves on the coast of Georgia. Her account of her work there provides 
a valuable glimpse into the world of the newly emancipated slaves. 


I was bom under the slave law in Georgia, in 1848, and was brought up by my 
grandmother in Savannah. My brother and I being the two eldest, we were sent to a friend of my 
grandmother, Mrs. Woodhouse, a widow, to learn to read and write. She was a free woman and 
lived....about half a mile from my house. We went every day about nine o'clock, with our books 
wrapped in paper to prevent the police or white persons from seeing them. She had twenty five 
or thirty children whom she taught.... The neighbors would see us going in sometimes, but they 
supposed we were there learning trades, as it was the custom to give children a trade of some 
kind.... I remained at her school for two years when I was sent to Mrs. Mary Beasley, where I 
continued until May, 1860, when she told my grandmother she had taught me all she knew....I 
had a white playmate about this time, named Katie O'Connor, who lived on the next comer of the 
street from my house, and who attended a convent. One day she told me, if I would promise not 
to tell her father, she would give me some lessons. On my promise not to do so, and getting her 
mother's consent, she gave me lessons about four months, every evening. At the end of this time 
she was put into the convent permanently, and I have never seen her since. 

I had been reading so much about the "Yankees" I was very anxious to see them. The 
whites would tell their colored people not to go to the Yankees, for they would harness them to 
carts and make them pull the carts around, in place of horses. I asked grandmother if this was 
true. She replied, "Certainly not!" that the white people did not want slaves to go over to the 
Yankees, and told them these things to frighten them.... I wanted to see these wonderful 
"Yankees" [who were] going to set all the slaves free. On April 11, 1862, when Union soldiers 
took Fort Pulaski....we landed under the protection of the Union fleet, and at last....I saw the 

"Yankee." 

Captain Whitmore, commanding the boat, asked me where I was from. I told him 
Savannah, Ga. He asked if I could read; I said,"Yes!" "Can you write?" he next asked. "Yes, I 
can do that also," I replied. He handed me a book and a pencil and told me to write my name 
and where I was from.... He was surprised at my accomplishments.... You seem so different from 
the other colored people who came from the same place you did." "No!" I replied, "the only 
difference is, they were reared in the country and I in the city." Next morning we arrived at St. 
Simon's [where] Commodore Goldsborough came to see me.... Captain Whitmore had spoken to 
him of me, and he was pleased to hear of my being so capable, etc., and wished me to take 
charge of a school for the children on the island. I told him I would gladly do so, if I could have 
some books. In a week I received two large boxes of books from the North. I had children to 
teach, beside a number of adults.... all of them so eager to learn to read, to read above anything 

else. 


Source: Susie King Taylor, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33rcl United States 

Colored Troops... (Boston, 1902), pp. 1-15, 67-68. 



THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION 


The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln on September 22, 1862, 
had a profound effect on the Union, the Confederacy, and of course, black Americans. Part of 

the document appears below. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Whereas, the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty two, a proclamation was signed by the President of the United States, 
containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 


That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any state or designated part of a state, the persons 
whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, henceforward, and 
forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and 
naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no 
act or acts to suppress such person, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual 

freedom... 

And by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all 
persons held as slaves within said designated States and parts of States are and hence-forward 
shall be free, and that the executive government of the United States, including the military and 
naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, 
unless in necessary self-defense; and I recommend to them that in all cases when allowed they 

labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be 
received into the armed services of the United States to garrison forts, position, stations, and 
other places and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the 
Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment and mankind and the 

gracious favor of Almighty God.... 


Source: John Hope Franklin and Alfred A. Moss, Jr. From Slavery to Freedom: A History of 
Negro Americans, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf 1988), pp. 532-533. 



A CHRONOLOGY OF EMANCIPATION, 1772-1888 


1772 Lord Chief Mansfield Rules Slavery is Not Supported by English Law, thus laying the 
legal basis for the freeing of England's 15,000 slaves. 

1774 The English Society of Friends votes the expulsion of any member engaged in the slave 

trade. 

1775 Slavery abolished in Madeira. 

1776 The Society of Friends in England and Pennsylvania require members to free slaves or 

face expulsion. 

1777 The Vermont Constitution prohibits slavery. 

1780 The Massachusetts Constitution prohibits slavery. Pennsylvania adopts a policy of 
gradual emancipation, freeing the children of all slaves bom after November 1, 1780, on 

their 28th birthday. 

1784 Rhode Island and Connecticut pass gradual emancipation laws. 

1787 Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade is formed in England. First abolitionist 

organization. 

1794 The French Government abolishes slavery. This law is repealed by Napoleon in 1802. 
1799 New York passes a gradual emancipation law. 

1800 U.S. Citizens barred from exporting slaves. 

1804 Slavery abolished in Haiti. New Jersey adopts a policy of gradual emancipation. 

1807 England and the United States prohibit engagement in the international slave trade. U.S. 

Constitutional ban on importing slaves begins. 

1813 Gradual emancipation adopted in Argentina. 

1814 Gradual emancipation begins in Columbia. 

1820 England begins using Naval Power to suppress the slave trade. 

1823 Slavery abolished in Chile 
1822 Slavery abolished in Mexico 
1824 Slavery abolished in Central America. 

1831 Slavery abolished in Bolivia. 

1838 Slavery abolished in all British Colonies. 

1841 England, France, Russia, Prussia and Austria agree to mutual search of vessels on the 

High Seas to suppress the slave trade. 

1842 Slavery abolished in Uruguay. 

1848 Slavery abolished in all French and Danish Colonies. 

1851 Slavery abolished in Ecuador. 

1854 Slavery abolished in Pem and Venezuela. 

1863 Slavery abolished in all Dutch Colonies. 

1865 Slavery abolished in the United States as a result of the passage of the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the Constitution. 

1871 Gradual emancipation initiated in Braz il 
1873 Slavery abolished in Puerto Rico. 

1886 Slavery abolished in Cuba. 

1888 Slavery abolished in Braz il . 


Source: Robert Fogel and Stanley Engerman, Time on the Cross , (Boston, 1974), pp. 33-34. 



FREDERICK DOUGLASS CALLS ON BLACKS TO FIGHT 


In 1863 after President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, Frederick Douglass in 
an editorial titled "Men Of Color, to Arms!" ccdled on black Americans to take up arms to defend 
the Union and free the slaves. That editorial is reprinted below. 


When first the rebel cannon shattered the walls of Sumter and drove away its starving 
garrison, I predicted that the war....would not be fought out entirely by white men. Every 
month's experience during these dreary years has con fir med that opinion. A war undertaken and 
brazenly carried on for the perpetual enslavement of colored men, calls logically and loudly for 
colored men to help suppress it. Only a moderate share of sagacity was need to see that the arm 
of the slave was the best defense against the arm of the slaveholder. There is no time to 
delay....Liberty won by white men would lose half its luster. "Who would be free themselves 
must strike the blow." "Better even die free, than to live slaves." This is the sentiment of every 

brave colored man amongst us. 

There are weak and cowardly men in all nations. We have them amongst us. They tell 
you this is the 'white man's war'; that you 'will be no better off after than before the war'; that the 
getting of you into the army is to 'sacrifice you on the first opportunity.' Believe them not; 
cowards themselves, they do not wish to have their cowardice shamed by your brave example. 
Leave them to their timidity, or to whatever motive may hold them back. By every consideration 
which binds you to your enslaved fellow countrymen and to the welfare of your country; by 
every aspiration which you cherish for the freedom and equality of yourselves and your children; 

by all the ties of blood and identity which make us one with the brave black men now fighting 
our battles in Louisiana and in South Carolina, I urge you to fly to arms, and smite with death the 
power that would bury the Government and your liberty in the same hopeless grave. 

I wish I could tell you that the State of New York calls you to this high honor. Lor the 
moment her constituted authorities are silent on the subject. They will speak by and by, and 
doubtless on the right side; but we are not compelled to wait for her. We can get at the throat of 
treason and slavery through the State of Massachusetts. She was first in the War of 
Independence; first to break the chains of her slaves; first to make the black man equal before the 
law; first to admit colored children to her common schools, and she was first to answer with her 
blood and alarm-cry of the nation, when its capital was menaced by rebels. You know her 
patriotic governor, and you know Charles Sumner. I need no add more. 

This is our golden opportunity. Let us accept it, and forever wipe out the dark reproaches 
unsparingly hurled against us by our enemies. Let us win for ourselves the gratitude of our 
country, and the best blessings of our posterity through all time. The nucleus of this first 
regiment is now in camp at Readville, a short distance from Boston. I will undertake to forward 
to Boston all persons adjudged fit to be mustered into the regiment who shall apply to me at any 

time within the next two weeks. 


Source: The North Star , March 2, 1863. 



THE NEW YORK CITY DRAFT RIOT, 1863 


The following is an account of the bloodiest urban riot in America's history. 


Angry, jeering protestors fi ll ed the room on July 13, 1863, when New York City draft 
commissioners met to draw the names of New York's first conscripts. More protestors--perhaps 
500--waited menacingly outside the building clutching bricks, clubs, and iron bars. As a draft 
official reached into a large selection machine, a brick crashed through a window. A shower of 
bricks followed, and the mob charged into the room. Selection machines toppled, official papers 
and records flew through broken windows and doors, chairs and desks crashed, draft officials 
and policemen slumped to the floor, bruised and bloody. Within minutes, the draft headquarters 
was ransacked and set ablaze. When a policeman attempted to organize fire fighters, protestors 

clubbed him and left him dying in the street. 

Surging through the streets, the mob grew in size and fury. Perhaps 4000 men, women, 
and children--mostly working-class Irish immigrants--gathered outside the Twenty-first Street 
Armory, which they showered with bricks and paving stones. A hundred men mshed the front 
door. Soldiers inside greeted them with a blast of bullets that felled half a dozen leaders. The 
mob shoved ahead through the doors and into the building, which they looted and burned. The 
guards escaped--barely--through a back door. Fire wagons called to extinguish the blaze were 
overturned, firemen were beaten, horses were maimed and kil led. Soldiers hurriedly sent to 
disperse the crowd with blank cartridges were attacked and sent scurrying for safety, leaving 
canteens, rifles, and bayonets scattered behind. Victorious, the rioters focused their hatred 

on a new object--the black population of New York. Breaking into small squads and raiding 
parties, rioters raced through black residential areas, cursing, clubbing, stoning, stabbing, and 
shooting as they ran. Before them, black men, women, and children fled in panic. Dozens fell or 
were caught and beaten; some where clubbed to death; a few were hanged and burned. Early in 
the evening hundreds of rioters gathered outside New York's Orphan Asylum for Colored 
Children where about 600 black children lived on charity. While rioters cheered, women and 
children flowed through the building, stripping it of furniture, clothing, food--anything that could 
be carried away. A small force of police managed to extinguish torches tossed into the buildings 
as the orphans escaped. The next day, the crowds of working-class rioters grew still larger and 
more destructive. Rioters even stormed a police station where black women and children had 
taken refuge. They were turned back only after long, fierce fighting. 

Looting, beating, murder, and arson continued for two more days before the army and the 
police restored order. When the dust and smoke finally began to clear, hundreds of New York's 
black citizens huddled together in improvised shelters, reflecting on the hatred New York's white 
working class felt for them. Rioters had murdered at least a dozen black men, women, and 
children, beaten scores more, and left thousands homeless and destitute--all for the crime of 

being black. 


Source: Larry Kincaid, "Two Steps Forward, One Step Back: Racial Attitudes During the Civil 
War and Reconstruction," Gary B. Nash and Richard Weiss, eels., The Great Fear: Race 
in the Mind of America, (New York: Holt, 1970), pp. 45-46. 



THE NEW YORK DRAFT RIOT, AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT 


In 1863 a predominately Irish mob rioted against the newly enacted federal draft and vented 
their fury particularly on New York City blacks. Dr. John Torrey in the following account 

describes the riot. 

New York, July 13th, 1863 

Dear Doctor— 

We have had great riots in New York to-day & they are still in progress. They were 
reported to us at the Assay office about noon, but I thought they were exaggerated....In 49 st. 
they [the rioters] were numerous, & made, as I was passing near the College, an attack upon one 
of a row of new houses in our street. The rioters were induced to go away by one or two 
Catholic priests, who made pacific speeches to them. I found Jane & Maggie [his black servants] 
a little alarmed, but not frightened. The mob had been in the College Grounds, & came to our 
house--wishing to know if a republican lived there, & what the College building was used for. 

They were going to bum Pres. King's house, as he was rich, & a decided republican. They 
barely desisted when addressed by the Catholic priest. The furious bareheaded & coatless men 
assembled under our windows & shouted aloud for Jeff Davis! 

....Toward the evening the mod, furious as demons, went yelling over to the Colored- 
Orphan Asylum in 5th Avenue a little below where we live--& rolling a barrel of kerosine in lit, 
the whole structure was soon in a blaze, & is now a smoking ruin. What has become of the 300 
poor innocent orphans I could not learn. They must have had some warning of what the rioters 
intended; & I trust the children were removed in time to escape a cmel death. Before this fire 
was extinguished, or rather burned out, for the wicked wretches who caused it would not permit 
the engines to be used, the northern sky was brilliantly illuminated, probably by the burning of 
the Aged Colored-woman's Home in 65th St.--or the Harlem R. Road Bridge--both of which 

places were threatened by the rioters.... 

A friend who rode with me had seen a poor Negro hung an hour or two before. The man 
had, in a frenzy, shoot an Irish fireman, and they immediately strung up the unhappy 
African....The worst mobs are on the 1st & 2nd and 7th Avenues.. Many have been killed. They 
are very hostile to the Negroes, & and scarcely one of them is to be seen. A person who called at 
our house this afternoon saw three of them hanging together.... 

Thieves are going about in gangs, calling at houses, & demanding money--threatening the 
torch if denied.... A friend (Mr. Gibbons) who visits us almost every week, & is known to be an 
abolitionist, had his house smashed up yesterday. 

Ever yours, 

John Torrey 

Source: John Bracey and others, The Afro-Americans: Selected Documents, (Boston: Allyn and 

Bacon, 1972), pp. 230-233. 




RELUCTANT LIBERATORS: NORTHERN TROOPS IN THE SOUTH 


Av the preceding vignettes on the New York Draft Riot indicates, not cdl Northerners embraced 
the idea that they were fighting to liberate the slaves. The following account by historian Leon 
Litwack describes the attitudes of some Northern soldiers toward the blacks they encountered in 

the South. 


The typical Yankee was at best a reluctant liberator, and the attitudes and behavior he evinced 
did not always encourage the slaves to think of themselves as free men and women. Although 
Union propagandists and abolitionists might exult in how a war for the Union had been 
transformed into a cmsade for freedom, many northern soldiers donned the cmsader's armor with 
strong misgivings or outright disgust. "I don't think enough of the Nigger to go and fight for 
them," an Ohio private wrote. "I would rather fight them." Few Northerners, after all, had 
chosen to wage this kind of war. "Our government has broken faith with us," a Union deserter 
told his captors. "We enlisted to fight for the Union, and not to liberate the G-d d-d niggers." 
Rather than view emancipation as a way to end the war, some Yankee soldiers thought it would 
only prolong the co nf lict. Now that the very survival of the southern labor system was at stake, 
not to mention the proper subordination of black people, the prospect of a negotiated peace 
seemed even more remote, and southern whites could be expected to fight with even greater 

intensity and conviction. 

That most Union soldiers should have failed to share the abolitionist commitment is hardly 
surprising. What mattered was how they manifested their feelings when they came into direct 
contact with the slaves. The evidence suggests one of the more tragic chapters in the history of 
this generally brutalizing and demoralizing war. The normal frustrations of military life and the 
usually sordid record of invading armies, when combined with long-held and deeply felt attitudes 
toward black people, were more than sufficient to turn some Union soldiers into the very "debits" 
the slaves had been warned by their masters to expect. Not only did the invaders tend to view 
the Negro as a primary cause of the war but even more importantly as an inferior being with few 
if any legitimate human emotions-at least none that had to be considered with any degree of 
sensitivity. Here, then, was a logical and convenient object on which disgruntled and war-weary 
Yankees could vent their frustrations and hatreds. "As I was going along this afternoon," a 
young Massachusetts officer wrote from New Orleans, "a little black baby that could just walk 
got under my feet and it look so much like a big worm that I wanted to step on it and cmsh it, the 
nasty, greasy little vermin was the best that could be said of it." And if anything, additional 
exposure to blacks appeared to strengthen rather than allay racial antipathies. "My repugnance to 
them increases with the acquaintance," a New England officer remarked. "Republican as I am, 

keep me clear of the darkey in any relation." 

To debauch black women, some Yankees apparently concluded, was to partake of a widely 
practiced and well-accepted southern pastime. The evidence was to be seen everywhere. 

Besides, Yankees tended to share the popular racist notion of black women as naturally 
promiscuous and dissolute. "Singular, but hue," a Massachusetts soldier and amateur 
phrenologist observed, "the heads of the women indicate great animal passions." Although some 
Union officers made no secret of their slave concubines, sharing their quarters with them, a black 
soldier noted that they usually mingled with "deluded freedwomen" only under the cover of 
darkness, while they openly consorted with white women during the day. The frequency with 
which common soldiers mixed with black women prompted some regimental commanders to 



order the ejection of such women from the camp because their presence had become 
"demoralizing." "I won't be unfaithful to you with a Negro wench," a Pennsylvania soldier 
assured his wife, "though it is the case with many soldiers. Yes, men who have wives at home 
get entangled with these black things." Marriages between Yankees and blacks were rare, but 
when they did occur southern whites made the most of them. 

Two of the Brownfields' former negroes have married Yankees--one, a 
light colored mustee, and property left her by some white men whose mistress she 
had been-she says she passed herself off for a Spaniard and Mercier Green 
violated the sanctity of Grace Church by performing the ceremony--the other, a 
man, went north and married a Jewess--the idea is too revolting. 

Not surprisingly, Union soldiers often shared the outrage of local whites at such liaisons. In 
November 1865, a black newspaper in Charleston reported that an Il linois soldier had been tarred 
and feathered by his own comrades for having married a black woman. "He was probably a 
Southern man by birth and education," the newspaper said of the victim, "and Hoosiers and 
Suckers don't take readily to Southern habits." 

Whatever the reputation of black women for promiscuity, sexual submissions frequently had 
to be obtained by force. "While on picket guard I witnessed misdeeds that made me ashamed of 
America," a soldier wrote from South Carolina; he had recently observed a group of his 
comrades rape a nine-year-old black girl. Not only did some Union soldiers sexually assault any 
woman they found in a slave cabin but they had no compunctions about committing the act in the 
presence of her family. "The father and grandfather dared offer no resistance," two witnesses 
reported from Virginia. In some such instances, the husband or children of the intended victim 
had to be forcibly restrained from coming to her assistance. Beyond the exploitation of sexual 
assault, black women could be subjected to further brutality and sadism, as was most graphically 
illustrated in an incident involving some Connecticut soldiers stationed in Virginia. After seizing 
two "niger wenches," they "turned them upon their heads, & put tobacco, chips, stocks, lighted 
cigars & and sand into their behinds." Without explanation, some Union soldiers in Hanover 
County Virginia, stopped five young black women and cut their arms, legs, and backs with 
razors. "Dis was new to us," one of the victims recalled, "cause Mr. Tinsley [her master] didn' 
ever beat or hurt us." Most Union soldiers would have found these practices reprehensible. But 
they occurred with sufficient frequency to induce a northern journalist in South Carolina to write 
that Union troops had engaged in "some of the vilest and meanest exhibitions of human 
depravity" he had ever witnessed. If such incidents were rare, moreover, the racial ideology that 
encouraged them had widespread acceptance, even among those who deplored the excesses. 

Source: Leon Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery, (New York, 1979) 

pp. 127-128, 129-130. 




A BLACK SOLDIER WRITES HOME, 1863 


Lewis Douglass, the son of Frederick Douglass, joined the 54th Massachusetts Infantry 
Regiment, the first officially recognized black unit in the Union Army. Following the assault on 
Fort Wagner, a Confederate fortification near Charleston, South Carolina, where the regiment 
lost over one third of its six hundred men, Douglass wrote his finance, Amelia, describing the 

battle. Fort Wagner was never captured. 


Morris Island, S.C. 
My 20, 1863 


My Deal - Amelia: 

I have been in two fights, and am unhurt. I am about to go in another I believe to-night. 
Our men fought well on both occasions... I escaped unhurt from amidst that perfect hail of shot 
and shell. It was terrible. I need not particularize, the papers will give a better [account] than I 
have time to give. My thoughts are with you often, you are as dear as ever, be good to remember 
it as I no doubt you will. As I said before we are on the eve of another fight and I am very busy 
and have just snatched a moment to write you. I must necessarily be brief. Should I fall in the 
next fight killed or wounded I hope I fall with my face to the foe... 

This regiment has established its reputation as a fighting regiment, not a man flinched, 
though it was a trying time. Men fell all around me. A shell would explode and clear a space of 
twenty feet, our men would close up again, but it was no use we had to retreat, which was a very 
hazardous undertaking. How I got out of that fight alive I cannot tell, but I am here. My Dear 
girl I hope again to see you. I must bid you farewell should I be killed. Remember if I die I die 
in a good cause. I wish we had a hundred thousand colored troops we would put an end to this 

war. 

Good bye to all. Your own loving--Write soon-- 


Lewis 


Source: Herbert Aptheker, A Documentors’ History of the Negro People of the United States, 

(New York, 1969), pp. 440-441. 



THE FORT PILLOW MASSACRE, 1864 


The aftermath of the Battle of Fort Pillow ranks as the single largest incidence of civilian death 
inflicted by a military force during the Civil War. After Union forces occupying the earthen 
fortress which guarded the Mississippi River surrendered to a Confederate Army led by Genercd 
Nathan Bedford Forrest, approximately 400 mostly African American men, women and children 
who had taken shelter in the structure were killed by their captors. The animosity between the 
Union and Confederate forces was heightened because soldiers on both sides of the battle were 
Tennessean. The Union force was comprised of ex-slaves recruited from West Tennessee as well 
as white Unionists from both West and East Tennessee, while the men in Forrest's command 
were from West Tennessee. The account below, a partied description of the massacre, focuses on 
Captain John L. Poston who organized a group of sixty three white men from Brownsville, 
Tennessee, to fight for the Union. After the Civil War Poston became one of a small group of 
native Southerners who organized the Republican Party in West Tennessee and who assisted the 
ex-slaves as an agent for the Freedman's Bureau. / take special interest in the vignette because 
it suggests that not all white Southerners supported the Confederacy and because Poston hailed 

from Brownsville, my hometown. 


The sixty three men whom John L. Poston had organized into Company E of the Union's 
13th Tennessee Cavalry bivouacked at Fort Pillow as they moved to Memphis to join up with 
Union forces. These men were among the six hundred Union troops attacked at Fort Pillow by 
six thousand of Forrest's Confederate troops on 12 April 1864. No battle could better illustrate 
the Civil War as a fight of neighbor against neighbor. The largest part of the Confederate militia 
organized in Haywood County served under Forrest's command. Inside Fort Pillow, the Union 
forces combined African American troops from Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi with white 
troops from West Tennessee, including Poston's Company E. White Haywood County men 
attacked Fort Pillow, and white and black Haywood County men defended it. 

In a war noted for its carnage, the battle became infamous for the cruelty of its aftermath. 
Two hundred and sixty-two of the troops in Fort Pillow were African Americans. After the 
surrender of the fort, most of them were systematically executed. A soldier from Poston's 
company testified that after the surrender, he "saw them make lots of niggers stand up, and then 
they shot them down like hogs... The next morning I was lying [with the wounded].... The 
secesh [secessionists] would be prying around there, and would come to a nigger and say, 'You 
ain't dead, are you?'... Then they would make them get up on their knees, when they would shoot 
them down like hogs... I reckon as many as 200 were kil led after the surrender, out of about 300 

that was there." 

An African American soldier from West Tennessee testified, "I heard one of the 
[Confederate] officers say: ' Kill all the niggers,'... They shot at me after that, but did not hit me; a 
rebel officer shot me. He took aim at my side; at the crack of his pistol I fell. He went on and 

said, 'There's another dead nigger.'" 

Poston and other soldiers, one hundred white and forty black men, were taken prisoner at 
the fort and, on the day after the battle, marched from Fort Pillow to Covington. From there they 
marched to Brownsville. The African American prisoners were shot or hung along the march, so 
that by the time the detail arrived in Brownsville only the one hundred white troops were still 
alive. Five miles beyond Brownsville, on the road to Jackson at the Hatchie River bottom, the 




Confederate captors halted the column of prisoners at dusk. Major William F. Bradford, Poston's 
commander and the ranking survivor at Fort Pillow, was taken fifty yards from the column and 
shot by five of the guards. Witnesses testified that a week later his body had not been removed. 

Poston, like Bradford, was regarded as a "home-grown Yankee," but the rules of war were 
applied to h im . He was sent to Andersonville, the notorious prisoner-of-war death camp. He 
escaped from there and subsequently assumed command of Company A of the 14th Tennessee 

Cavalry Regiment around Nashville. 


Source: Richard A. Couto, Lifting the Veil: A Political History of Struggles from Emancipation 

(Knoxville, 1993), pp. 32-33. 



SOJOURNER TRUTH MEETS PRESIDENT LINCOLN 


In 1864 Sojourner Truth, now an internationally famous abolitionist speaker, met with President 
Abraham Lincoln. Here is her account of the meeting. 


It was about 8 o'clock A.M. when I called on the president. Upon entering his reception 
room we found about a dozen persons in waiting among them two colored women.... He showed 
as much kin dness and consideration to the colored persons as to the whites--if there was any 

difference, more. 

"The president was seated at his desk. Mrs. C. said to him, 'This is Sojourner Truth, who 
has come all the way from Michigan to see you.' He then arose, gave me his hand, made a bow, 

and said, 'I am pleased to see you.' 

"I said to him, Mr. President, when you first took your seat I feared you would be tom to 
pieces, for I likened you unto Daniel, who was thrown into the lion's den; and if the lions did not 
tear you into pieces, I knew that it would be God that had saved you; and I said if he spared me I 
would see you before the four years expired, and he has done so, and now I am here to see you 

for myself. 

"He then congratulated me on my having been spared. Then I said, I appreciate you, for 
you are the best president who has ever taken the seat. He replied: 'I expect you have reference 
to my having emancipated the slaves in my proclamation. But,' said he, mentioning the names of 
several of his predecessors (and among them emphatically that of Washington), 'they were all 
just as good, and would have done just as I have done if the time had come. If the people over 
the river [pointing across the Potomac] had behaved themselves, I could not have done what I 
have; but they did not, which gave me the opportunity to do these things.' I then said, I thank 
God that you were the instrument selected by h im and the people to do it. I told him that I had 
never heard of h im before he was talked of for president. He smilingly replied, 'I had heard of 

you many times before that.' 

"He then showed me the Bible presented to him by the colored people of Baltimore, of 
which you have no doubt seen a description. I have seen it for myself, and it is beautiful beyond 
description. After I had looked it over, I said to him. This is beautiful indeed; the colored people 
have given this to the head of the government, and that government once sanctioned laws that 
would not permit its people to learn enough to enable them to read this book. And for what? Let 

them answer who can. 

"I must say, and I am proud to say, that I never was treated by any one with more 
kin dness and cordiality than were shown to me by that great and good man, Abraham Lincoln, 
by the grace of God president of the United States for four years more. He took my little book, 
and with the same hand that signed the death-warrant of slavery, he wrote as follows: 

"'For Aunty Sojourner Truth," 'Oct. 29, 1864. A. LINCOLN.' 

"As I was taking my leave, he arose and took my hand, and said he would be please to 
have me call again. I felt that I was in the presence of a friend, and now thank God from the 
bottom of my heart that I always have advocated his cause...." 


Source: Olive Gilbert, Narrative of Sojourner Truth, with a History of Her Labors and 
Correspondence, Drawn from her "Book of Life," (Battle Creek, Mich: 1884), pp. 176- 

180. 




A PROPOSAL TO ENLIST BLACKS IN THE CONFEDERATE ARMY 


In 1864, with the ranks of the Confederate Army growing thinner, the Confederate Congress 
debated a proposal to arm black slaves. Final approval came in March 1865, far too late to be 
effective. The controversial proposal was approved only after General Robert E. Lee voiced his 

support in a letter to the Congress. 


Headquarters Confederate States Armies 
February 18th, 1865 

HON. E. BARKSDALE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, RICHMOND. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 12 inst., with reference 
to the employment of negroes as soldiers. I think the measure not only expedient, but necessary. 

The enemy will certainly use them against us if he can get possession of them; and as his present 
numerical superiority will enable h im to penetrate many parts of the country, I cannot see the 
wisdom of the policy of holding them to await his arrival, when we may by timely action and 
judicious management, use them to arrest his progress.... 

In answer to your second question, I can only say that....negroes, under proper 
circumstances, will make efficient soldiers. I think we could at least do as well with them as the 
enemy, and he attaches great importance to their assistance. Under good officers, and good 
instructions, I do not see why they should not become soldiers. They possess all the physical 
qualifications, and their habits of obedience constitute a good foundation for discipline. They 
furnish a more promising material than many armies of which we read in history, which owed 
their efficiency to discipline alone. I think those who are employed should be freed. It would be 
neither just nor wise to require them to serve as slaves. The best course to pursue...would be to 
call for such as are willing to come with the consent of their owners. An impressment or draft 
would not bring out the best class, and the use of coercion would make the measure distasteful to 

them and to their owners. 

I have no doubt that if Congress would authorize their reception into service, and 
empower the President to call upon individuals or States for such as they are willing to 
contribute, with the condition of emancipation to all enrolled, a sufficient number would be 
forthcoming to enable us to try the experiment. If it proved successful, most of the objections to 
the measure would disappear, and if individuals still remained unwilling to send their negroes to 
the army, the force of public opinion in the States would soon bring about such legislation as 
would remove all obstacles. I think the matter should be left....to the people and the States, 
which alone can legislate as the necessities of this particular service may require. As to the mode 
of organizing them, it should be left as free from restraint as possible. Experience will suggest 
the best course, and it would be inexpedient to trammel the subject with provisions that 
might....prevent the adoption of reforms suggested by actual trial. 

With great respect. 


Your obedient servant, 
R. E. Lee, General 



Source: Leslie H. Fishel, Jr. and Benjamin Quarles, The Negro American: A Documentary 

History , (Glenview, III., 1967) pp. 247-248. 



A BLACK SOLDIER DESCRIBES THE FALL OF RICHMOND, 1865 


J. J. Hill, orderly for Col. W. B. Wooster, commander of the 29th Connecticut Colored Infantry 
Regiment, describes the capture of the Confederate capital in April 1865, and the brief visit there 
by President Abraham Lincoln in his book A Sketch of the 29th Regiment of Connecticut Colored 

Troops . Part of the description is reprinted below. 


All was quiet here until the 1st of April, when all was in readiness, and the order was 
given to strike tents and move on to Richmond. During Sunday night the brigade was out in line 
of battle, and at three o'clock in the morning the rebels blew up three gun boats and commenced 
vacating their works in our front. At 5 A.M the troops commenced to advance on the rebel 
works--the 29th taking the advance, the 9th U.S.C.[olored] troops next. Soon refugees from the 
rebels came in by hundreds. Col. W. B. Wooster passed them about, and made them go before 
the regiment and dig up the torpedoes that were left in the ground to prevent the progress of the 
Union Army. They were very numerous, but to the surprise of officers and men, none of the 

army were injured by them. 

On our march to Richmond, we captured 500 pieces of artillery, some of the largest kind, 
6,000 small arms, and the prisoners I was not able to number. The road was strewed with all 
kinds of obstacles, and men were lying all along the distance of seven miles. The main body of 
the army went up the New Market road. The 29th s kir mished all the way, and arrived in the city 
at 7 A.M., and were the first infantry that entered the city; they went at double quick most of the 
way. When Col. Wooster came to Main St. he pointed his sword at the capitol, and said "Double 
quick, march," and the company charged through the main street to the capitol and halted in the 

square until the rest of the regiment came up. 

Very soon after the arrival of the white troops the colored troops were moved on the 
outskirts of the city, and as fast as the white troops came in the colored troops were ordered out, 
until we occupied the advance. The white troops remained in the city as guards. We remained 

on the outpost. 

[On April] 3d President Lincoln visited the city. No triumphal march of a conqueror 
could have equalled in moral sublimity the humble manner in which he entered Richmond. I 
was standing on the bank of the James river viewing the scene of desolation when a boat, pulled 
by twelve sailors, came up the stream. It contained President Lincoln and his son... In some way 
the colored people on the bank of the river ascertained that the tall man wearing the black hat 
was President Lincoln. There was a sudden shout and clapping of hands. I was very much 
amused at the plight of one officer who had in charge fifty colored men to put to work on the 
mined buildings; he found himself alone, for they left work and crowded to see the President. 

As he approached I said to a woman, "Madam, there is the man that made you free." She 
exclaimed, "Is that President L incoln?" My reply was in the affirmative. 

She gazed at him with clasped hands and said, "Glory to God. Give Him praise for his 
goodness," and she shouted till her voice failed her. 


Source: J. J. Hill, A Sketch of the 29th Regiment of Connecticut Colored Troops, (Baltimore, 

1867), pp. 25-27. " 



A DAY "WORTH LIVING FOR" 


The following vignette is taken from a Massachusetts Historical Society newsletter announcing 
its 1993 Spring Exhibition, "We Fright for Freedom: Massachusetts, African Americans and the 

Civil War. 


The recent film, Glory, which focused on the famous 54th Massachusetts Infantry 
Regiment and Col. Robert Gould Shaw, has stirred an unprecedented level of popular and 
scholarly interest in the 54th and the larger African-American role in the Civil War. But the 
fascination with Shaw and his regiment has not extended to the state's other two black regiments, 
the 55th Massachusetts Infantry and the nearly forgotten 5th Massachusetts Cavalry. 
Organized in January 1864, the 5th Cavalry was commanded by Henry S. Russell and 
Charles Francis Adams, Jr. Northern blacks like Charles R. Douglass, son of the great 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass, joined the unit to destroy slavery and racial prejudice. The 5th 
served in the Petersburg and Bermuda Hundred campaigns in Virginia, guarded thousands of 
Confederate prisoners at Point Lookout, Maryland, and after the close of the war served on the 
Texas border to help check the adventurism of Mexico's Emperor Max im ilian.... 

The 5th Cavalry had the honor of being among the first Union regiments to enter 
Richmond, the Confederate capital, after its evacuation. The following extract from a letter of 
April 3, 1865....catches the high drama of the moment. 

Our entry into the city I can not describe. It is impossible but I never saw 
so much enthusiasm in my life. We marched up Main St. at the head of the 
column--a division of colored troops....were the first into the city... In the rear of 
our battalion was a brigade of colored troops who marched up the street platoon 
front, with their drams & fife. It was a grand....march. We were greeted on all 
sides by the colored people who were frantic with joy. Even the whites seemed to 
enjoy the sight. We marched through all the principle streets. The lower and 
business part of the city was in flames--the wharf & shipping. This was done by 
the [Confederate] army before they left. The arsenal was burnt & all the public 
government buildings. Many of them were fill ed with powder & ammunition 
which exploded as the fire reached them.... Libby [prison] is burnt--as it [was in] 
the lower part of the city. All the bridges are blown up. I never in my life passed 

such a day. It is worth living for. 


Source: Massachusetts Historiccd Society, M.H.S. Miscellany Number 55 (Summer 1993), pp. 1- 

2 . 



AN EX-SLAVE AT THE WHITE HOUSE 


Elizabeth Keckley bom a Virginia slave in 1818, worked her way to freedom. Arriving in 
Washington, D.C. in 1860 she became a dressmaker and soon established an elite clientele 
including Mrs. Jefferson Davis. In 1862 Keckley became a public figure when she helped start 
the Contraband Relief Association and served as it s first president. Soon she and Mary Todd 
Lincoln became friends. In the passage below from her autobiography, Keckley describes the 

aftermath of Lincoln's assassination. 


At 11 o'clock at night I was awakened....with the startling intelligence that the entire 
Cabinet had been assassinated, and Mr. Lincoln shot, but not mortally wounded.... When I heard 
the words....Mr. L incoln shot! the Cabinet assassinated! What could it mean? The streets were 
alive with wondering, awe-stricken people. Rumors flew thick and fast, and the wildest reports 
came with every new arrival. We walked rapidly towards the White House, and on our way 
passed the residence of Secretary Seward, which was surrounded by armed soldiers, keeping 
back all intruders with the point of the bayonet.... As we approached the White House, saw that it 
too was surrounded with soldiers.... We learned that the President was mortally wounded_that 
he had been shot down in his box at the theatre, and that he was not expected to live till 
morning.... I could not sleep. I wanted to go to Mrs. Lincoln, as I pictured her wild with grief; but 
then I did not know where to find her, and I must wait till morning. 

Morning came at last, and a sad morning was it.... The President was dead, and a nation 
was mourning for him. Every house was draped in black, and every face wore a solemn look. 
About eleven o'clock on Saturday morning a carriage drove up to the door, and a messenger 

asked for "Elizabeth Keckley." 

"Who wants her?" I asked. 

"I come from Mrs. L incoln. If you are Mrs. Keckley, come with me immediately to the White 

House." 

I hastily put on my shawl and bonnet, and was driven....to the White House. I was quickly 
shown to Mrs. L incoln's room, and on entering, saw Mrs. L. tossing uneasily about upon a bed. 
The room was darkened, and the only person in it besides the widow of the President was Mrs. 
Secretary Welles, who had spent the night with her. Bowing to Mrs. Welles, I went to the 

bedside. 

"Why did you not come to me last night, Elizabeth_I sent for you?" Mrs. L incoln asked 
in a low whisper. "I did try to come to you, but I could not find you," I answered, as I laid my 
hand upon her hot brow. I afterwards learned, that when she had partially recovered from the 
first shock of the terrible tragedy in the theatre, Mrs. Welles asked: 

"Is there no one, Mrs. Lincoln, that you desire to have with you in this terrible 
af fli ction?" "Yes, send for E lizabeth Keckley. I want her just as soon as she can be brought 
here." Three messengers were successively despatched for me, but all of them mistook the 
number and failed to find me. Shortly after entering the room on Saturday morning....I was left 

alone with Mrs. L incoln.She denied admittance to almost every one, and I was her only 

companion, except her children, in the days of her great sorrow. 


Source: Elizabeth Keckley, Behind the Scenes: or, Thirty Years a Slave and Lour Years in the 

White House , (New York, 1868), pp. 43-55, 182-193. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT: Reconstruction: Economic Transformation? 


For the ex-slaves the period immediately following the end of the Civil War brought both 
jubilation and anxiety. Jubilation naturally sprang from the end of three centuries of enforced 
bondage. The anxiety stemmed from the uncertain status of these newly freed women and men. 
Thus African Americans took in 1865 the first halting steps to test their newly won status when 
few Americans, white or black, Northerner or Southerner, could say with certainty the course of 

that freedom. 

The vignettes in this chapter reflect that uncertainty. The first three, Freedom: The Day 
of "Jubilo ", Felix Haywood Remembers the Day of Jubilo, and The First Year of Freedom 
describe the heady days for the ex-slaves immediately after the Civil War while the vignette, 
Helena Citizens Celebrate Their New Rights indicates the euphoria of post-war emancipation 
and granting of civil rights was hardly confined to the South. In Juneteenth: Birth of an 
African American Holiday I describe the origin of the emancipation celebration in Texas and 
the West. The attempt to reunite broken families is described in Send Me Some of the 
Children's Hair. Sojourner Truth on Equal Rights attempts to link the quest for civil and 
political rights by black males with the campaign for women's suffrage while the vignette Biddy 
Mason in Slavery and Freedom, looks at the transition from the vantage point of a western 
African American woman who was not directly freed by the Union Army but who nevertheless 
moved to adjust to the new social order. The impact of the war on other black women is 
suggested in Mary Ann Shadd: 19th Century Black Feminist and Anna Cooper and St. 
Augustine's College. In Clothing and Freedom and "Impudent" Freedwomen we see the 
importance of the symbols of freedom. Marriage and Post-Bellum Black Women, The Rise of 
Independent Black Churches, The Evolving Post-Civil War Black Church, and Post Civil War 
Courtship Among the Freedpeople cdl describe the evolving society of African American free 
people. The vignettes The Labor Contract: The Roots of Black Poverty, Tenantry or 

Sharecropping: The Roots of Black Poverty and A North Carolina Sharecropping Agreement 
suggest that other forms of bondage in the postbellum period were slowly replacing slavery 
which had been destroyed by four years of civil war. The Memphis Riot, 1866 and The Black 
Codes in Louisiana illustrate the adamant opposition to black rights during the earliest years of 
the post-Civil War period. Hampton Institute: The Founding of a Black College describes the 
attempt to provide education for the freedpeople. Finally in Frederick Douglass Describes the 
"Composite Nation " the civil rights leader calls for unrestricted Asian immigration to the U.S. 



Terms for Week Eight: 


"day ofjubilo" 
"juneteenth" 

"forty acres and a mule" 
Civil Rights Act, 1866 
Sojourner Truth 
Biddy Mason 
Mary Ann Shadd 
Freedman's Bureau 
labor contract 
sharecropping 



FREEDOM: THE DAY OF "JUBILO" 


The end of the Civil War rather than the Emancipation Proclamation ushered in freedom for the 
vast majority of black slaves. Here is a sampling of their reaction. 

Environment played a role in slaves' reactions to the Day of Jubilo. When those cities 
were liberated, organized celebrations occurred quickly. In Charleston 4,000 black men and 
women paraded before some 10,000 spectators. 

Knowledge of their freedom came in many forms to the slaves. Many heard of the 
Emancipation Proclamation through the slave grapevine or from Union soldiers long before its 
words became reality for them. Masters sometimes took advantage of the isolation of their 
plantations to keep their slaves in ignorance or to make freedom seem vague and frightening. 

Their ploys usually failed, but learned patterns of deference made some freedmen unwilling to 
challenge their masters. Months after emancipation one North Carolina slave continued to work 
without compensation, explaining to a northern correspondent, 

"No, sir; my mistress never said anything to me that I was to have wages, nor yet that I 
was free, nor I never said anything to her. Ye see I left it to her honor to talk to me about it, 
because I was afraid she'd say I was insultin' to her and presumin' so I wouldn't speak first. She 
hadn't spoke yet." There were, however, li mits to his patience; he intended to ask her for wages 
at Christmas. Numerous freedmen described the exuberance they felt. One elderly Virginia 
black went to the bam, jumped from one stack of straw to another and "screamed and screamed!" 

A Texas man remembered, "We all felt like horses" and "everybody went wild." Other blacks 
recalled how slave songs and spirituals were updated, and "purty soon ev'ybody fo' miles around 

was singin' freedom songs. 

Quite a few slaves learned of freedom when a Union officer or Freedmen's Bureau agent 
read them the Emancipation Proclamation) often over the objections of the master. A Louisiana 
planter's wife announced immediately after the Union officer departed, "Ten years from today I'll 
have you all back'gain. Freedmen quickly learned that one could not eat or wear freedom. "Dis 
livin' on liberty," one declared, "is lak young fo lks livin'on love after they gits married. It just 
don't work." They searched for the real meaning of liberty in numerous ways. Some followed 
the advice of a black Florida preacher, "You ain't none'o you, gwinter feel rale free till you 
shakes de dus ob de Ole Plantashun offen you feet," and moved. Other declared their 
independence by legalizing their marriages and taking new names or publicly using surnames 
they had secretly adopted while in slavery. "We had a real sho-nuff weddin' wid a preacher," one 

recalled. "Dat cost a dollar." 

Education was the key for others. "If I nebber does do nothing more while I live," a 
Mississippi freedman vowed, "I shall give my children a chance to go to school, for I consider 

education next best thing to liberty. 

Source: James Kirby Martin and others, America and Its People, Vol. 1, (Glenview, Illinois: 

Scott, Foresman, 1989), pp. 486-487. 



FELIX HAYWOOD REMEMBERS THE DAY OF JUBLIO 


Felix Haywood, born a slave in Raleigh, North Carolina, gained his freedom in San Antonio, 
Texas, in the summer of 1865 when word finally reached Texas. In this interview Haywood 

recalls the day of emancipation. 


Soldiers, all of a sudden, was everywhere—coming in bunches, crossing and walking and 
riding. Everyone was a-singing. We was all walking on golden clouds. Hallelujah! 

Union forever 
Hurrah, boys, hurrah! 

Although I may be poor, 

I'll never be a slave— 

Shouting the battle cry of freedom. 

Everybody went wild. We felt like heroes, and nobody had made us that way but 
ourselves. We was free. Just like that, we was free. It didn't seem to make the whites mad, 
either. They went right on giving us food just the same. Nobody took our homes away, but right 
off colored fo lk s started on the move. They seemed to want to get closer to freedom, so they'd 
know what it was--like it was a place or a city. Me and my father stuck, close as a lean tick to a 
sick kitten. The Gudlows started us out on a ranch. My father, he'd round up cattle--unbranded 
cattle—for the whites. They was cattle that they belonged to, all right; they had gone to find 
water 'long the San Antonio River and the Guadalupe. Then the whites gave me and my father 
some cattle for our own. My father had his own brand - 7 B)--and we had a herd to start out with 

of seventy. 

We knowed freedom was on us, but we didn't know what was to come with it. We 
thought we was going to get rich like the white fo lks . We thought we was going to be richer 
than the white folks, 'cause we was stronger and knowed how to work, and the whites didn't, and 
they didn't have us to work for them any more. But it didn't turn out that way. We soon found 
out that freedom could make fo lks proud, but it didn't make 'em rich. 

Did you ever stop to think that thinking don't do any good when you do it too late? Well, 
that's how it was with us. If every mother's son of a black had thrown 'way his hoe and took up a 
gun to fight for his own freedom along with the Yankees, the war'd been over before it began. 
But we didn't do it. We couldn't help stick to our masters. We couldn't no more shot 'em than 
we could fly. My father and me used to talk 'bout it. We decided we was too soft and freedom 
wasn't going to be much to our good even if we had a education. 


Source: Robert D. Marcus and David Burner, America Firsthand: From Reconstruction to the 

Present (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1989), p. 11. 




JUNETEENTH: BIRTH OF AN AFRICAN AMERICAN HOLIDAY 


In a brief article for the Eugene Register Guard I described the origins of the Juneteenth 
holiday. Part of that article is reprinted below. 


Freedom came in many guises to the four mi lli on African Americans who had been 
enslaved at the beginning of the Civil War. Some fortunate black women and men were 
emancipated as early as 1861 onward when Union forces captured outlying areas of the 
Confederacy such as the Sea Islands of South Carolina, the Tidewater area of Virginia (Hampton 
and Norfolk) or New Orleans all before January 1863. Other black slaves emancipated 
themselves by exploiting the dismption of war to mn away to freedom, which in some instances 
was as close as the nearest Union Army camp. President Abraham L incoln's Emancipation 
Proclamation liberated all blacks residing in territory captured from the Confederates after 
January 1, 1863. These slaves did not have to mn for their freedom, they merely had to wait for 

Federal troops to arrive. 

Emancipation for the majority of African Americans, however, came only in 1865 when 
Confederate commander Robert E. Lee surrendered his army to Federal forces....at Appomattox 
Court House in Virginia. With that surrender the....rebellion was over. News of Lee's surrender 
spread quickly through the former slave states east of the Mississippi River. Texas, however was 
another matter. Isolated from both Union and Confederate forces, Texas during the Civil War, 
had become a place of refuge for slaveholders seeking to insure that their "property" would not 
hear of freedom. Through April, May, and part of June, 1865, they did not. Finally on June 19, 
1865, freedom officially arrived when Federal troops landed at Galveston, Texas. Word of 
emancipation gradually spread over the state despite the efforts of some slaveholders to maintain 

slavery. 

But African Americans would not be denied the liberty that had eluded them so long. 
When the news came entire plantations were deserted. Many blacks brought from Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Missouri during the War, returned home while Texas freedpersons headed for 
Galveston, Houston and other cities where Federal troops were stationed. Although news of 
emancipation came at different times during that Texas summer of 1865, local blacks gradually 
settled on June 19 (Juneteenth) as their day of celebration. Beginning in 1866 they held parades, 
picnics, barbecues, and gave speeches in remembrance of their liberation. By 1900 the festivities 
had grown to include baseball games, horse races, railroad excursions, and formal balls. By that 
time Juneteenth had officially become Texas Emancipation Day and was sponsored by black 
churches and civic organizations. Indeed, Juneteenth had become so respectable that white 
politicians including various Texas governors addressed the largest gatherings (which sometimes 
included upwards of 5,000 people) in Houston and Dallas. Juneteenth had surpassed the Fourth 
of July as the biggest holiday of the year for Texas African Americans. 

With the migration of African Americans from Texas to the West Coast particularly 
during World War n, Juneteenth simultaneously declined in Texas and grew in the emerging 
black communities of Los Angeles, Oakland, Portland, Seattle, and San Diego. And some 
communities east of Texas such as Washington, D.C., and Birmingham, Alabama, began 
celebrations as well. But by the 1970s many blacks, including those in Texas, had forgotten the 
holiday's origins and its significance in African American history.... 




Source: Quintarcl Taylor, "The Juneteenth Celebration, 1865-1992 ," Eugene Register-Guard, 

June 8, 1992, pp. ID, 4D. 



THE FIRST YEAR OF FREEDOM 


In the account below historian Paula Giddings describes the first year of freedom. 


Hie first year of freedom held incredible pathos for Afro-Americans. For black women 
especially, the postbellum period was one for critical decisions--concerning their children, their 
men, their role in the feminist and racial struggles that unfolded so dramatically in these years. 
Those decisions--and the convictions behind them often revealed a profound understanding of 
the relationship between their personal and political strivings. 

Among the first and perhaps most important decisions that freedmen and women made 
was the reestablishment of family ties, as historian Herbert Gutman points out. Even in a world 
where slavery no longer existed, blacks faced a variety of obstacles. Postbellum apprenticeship 
laws, for example, allowed former owners to seize black children if the courts found that it 
would be "better for the habits and comfort of the child that it should be bound as an apprentice 
for some white person.'" In Maryland alone, an estimated ten thousand children were 
apprenticed, despite the objections of parents. "Not a day passes," said an officer of the 
Annapolis Freedmen's Bureau, "but my office is visited by some poor woman who has walked 
perhaps ten or twenty miles to ... try to procure the release of her children taken forcibly away 
from her and held to all intents and purposes in slavery." 

The dislocations of war required determined efforts to find spouses efforts freed blacks 
were willing to make, as a Union commander in Mississippi observed. Blacks "whose wives and 
husbands the rebels had driven off," he said, "firmly refused to form new connections and 
declared their purpose to keep faith to absent ones." Men and women who found each other, or 
who were fortunate enough not to have been separated by war and slavery, married or remarried 
under the official auspices of the Freedmen's Bureau--as in the case of Ida Wells's parents. 
Observers documented the vivid scene of masses of blacks coming to the Bureau offices, 
sometimes seventy couples at a time, to reaf fir m their commitment to each other. 

To secure their families, freed couples were making every attempt to stabi li ze their lives. 
When the abolitionist Frances Ell en Harper toured the South after the War, she reported that the 
former slaves "were beginning to get homes for themselves ... and depositing money in the 
bank.... They have hundreds of homes in Kentucky." The Freedmen's Bureau was redistributing 
land and providing low-interest loans for former slaves. It was overseeing labor contracts 
between blacks and white employers. For a moment--and it was just a moment-fit seemed that 
former slaves would be able to lead their lives like other Americans. But in the end such a life 

would not be possible. 


Source: Paula Giddings, When and Where I Enter: The Impact of Black Women on Race and Sex 

in America (New York, 1984), pp. 57-58. 



"SEND ME SOME OF THE CHILDREN S HAIR" 


Sometime before the Civil War Laura Spicer and her children were sold from their husband and 
father. They wanted to reunite after emancipation but her husband had remarried. The 
husband, who remains anonymous except to Laura, wrote a letter describing the pain of their 
separation and yet wishing Laura would find another husband to care for the family. The letter 

is reprinted below. 


I would much rather you would get married to some good man, for every time I gits a 
letter from you it tears me all to pieces. The reason why I have not written you before, in a long 
time, is because your letters disturbed me so very much. You know I love my children. I treats 
them good as a Father can treat his children; and I do a good deal of it for you. I am sorry to 
hear that Lewellyn, my poor little son, have had such bad health. I would come and see you but I 
know you could not bear it. I want to see and I don't want to see you. I love you just as well as I 
did the last day I saw you, and it will not do for you and I to meet. I am married, and my wife 
have two children, and if you and I meets it would make a very dissatisfied family. 

Send me some of the children's hair in a separate paper with their names on the paper. Will 
you please git married, as long as I am married. My dear, you know the Lord knows both of our 
hearts. You know it never was our wishes to be separated from each other, and it never was our 
fault. Oh, I can see you so plain, at any-time, I had rather anything to had happened to me most 
than ever to have been parted from you and the children. As I am, I do not know which I love 
best, you or Anna. If I was to die, today or tomorrow, I do not think I would die satisfied till you 
tell me you will try and marry some good, smart man that will take care of you and the children; 
and do it because you love me; and not because I think more of the wife I have got then I do of 

you. 

The woman is not bom that feels as near to me as you do. You feel this day like myself. Tell 
them they must remember they have a good father and one that cares for them and one that 
thin ks about them every day-My very heart did ache when reading your very kind and interesting 
letter. Laura I do not think I have change any at all since I saw you last.-1 think of you and my 

children every day of my life. 

Laura I do love you the same. My love to you never have failed. Laura, truly, I have got 
another wife, and I am very sorry, that I am. You feels and seems to me as much like my dear 
loving wife, as you ever did Laura. You know my treatment to a wife and you know how I am 
about my children. You know I am one man that do love my children.... 


Source: Herbert Gutman, The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom 1750-1925 (New York, 

1926) pp. 6-7. 



HELENA CITIZENS CELEBRATE THEIR NEW RIGHTS 


Helena Montana's African Americans, like their counterparts throughout the United States 
acclaimed the passage of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution. In 1870 
they wrote the local newspaper, the Helena Daily Herald, announcing their celebration. Given 
the subsequent events of the remainder of the Nineteenth Century in the South and in Montana, 
their celebration of the removal of the "stigmatizing qualifications" on their citizenship would 

prove premature. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 

We, the colored citizens of Helena, feeling desirous of showing our high appreciation of 
those God-like gifts granted to us by and through the passage of the 15th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and knowing, as we do, that those rights which have been 
withheld from us, are now submerged and numbered with the things of the past, now thank God, 
is written and heralded to the wide world that we are free men and citizens of the United States-- 
shorn of all those stigmatizing qualifications which have made us beasts. To-day, thank God, 
and the Congress of the United States, that we, the colored people of the United States, possess 
all those rights which God, in His infinite wisdom, conveyed and gave unto us. 

Now, we, the citizens of Helena, in the Territory of Montana, in mass assembled, on the 
14th of April, A.D. 1870, do, by these presents, declare our intentions of celebrating the 
ratification of the 15th Amendment, on this 15th day of April, by the firing of thirty-two guns, 

from the hill and to the south of the city. 


Signed, 

BENJAMIN STONE, President 
J.R. JOHNSON, Secretary 


Source: Helena Daily Herald, April 15, 1870. 



THE RISE OF INDEPENDENT BLACK CHURCHES 


Emancipation freed blacks from their mandatory attendance of the churches of their former 
masters. As to symbolize that freedom a number of black parishioners literally succeeded from 
predominately white churches and struck out to create their own churches. Hundreds of these 
small black churches soon dotted the Southern countryside, allowing African Americans to 
completely control, for the first time, what for many would be the most important institution in 
their lives. The following is an account of the creation of one black church in Virginia in 1867. 


On July 7, 1867, the thirty-eight black members of the predominantly white Fairfield 
Baptist Church in Northumberland County, Virginia, petitioned to create their own church. On 
August 10, 1867, the white members of the church in their regular meeting unanimously and 
cordially acceded to the petitioners' request for separation. Shortly thereafter, the black 
secessionists formed the Shiloh Baptist Church and began worship services under the leadership 
of Hiram Kenner and James Robinson, two illi terate former slave exhorters. Soon, however, the 
member, with an eye to their practical as well as spiritual needs, chose the Reverend Pyramus 
Nutt, a carpenter as well as a preacher, as their minister. Upon Reverend Nutt's direction, the 
congregation built its first sanctuary. Again, with remarkable foresight, the congregation 
designated aa young member of the church, Levi Reese Ball, to become its future pastor. To 
prepare himself for his future role, Ball, at the urging of the church and with the assistance of 
some white citizens of the community, entered Howard University in the early 1870s. In 1880, 
upon completing his college training. Ball assumed the pastorship and served Shiloh in that 

capacity for the next thirty-seven years.... 

The early history of Shiloh is representative of developments that occurred throughout 
the South following the Civil War. Fulfilling a long standing desire for a status of freedom and 
dignity, a status denied them in the churches of their former masters, the freedom quickly 
severed their connections with the white churches after was and established or joined 
independent black congregations. Some took this step sooner than the Shiloh group; others made 
the break much later. But by the end of the Reconstruction period virtually all black Southerners 
of all denominations were organized into separate black congregations.... 

The whites' desire to maintain control over the black population did not disappear with 
emancipation. Many white church leaders were initially opposed to the withdrawal of the black 
members from their churches, feeling that it was in the self-interest of blacks to remain and 
hoping to continue to keep blacks under surveillance and supervision. The specter of blacks in 
groups plotting rebellion died hard, if at all. Yet, although they wanted to retain their black 
members, white churches were unwilling to abolish segregated seating arrangements and permit 
blacks a role in administering the institutions. Consequently, the black members withdrew. In 
many cases, out of a sincere desire to help or a conscious or unconscious desire to still have 
some influence over black affairs, white churchmen assisted their former black brethren in 
setting up the new black churches, often donating money, land, buildings, and organizational 
assistance. Shiloh Baptist Church, for example, was built on land donated by a white member of 

the Fairfield Baptist Church. 

Most white churches did not agonize over the withdrawal of black membership. Indeed, 
after some initial misgivings, they either welcomed or encouraged it. This was especially tme 
for the Southern Baptists and Methodists as early as 1866, and for other denominations by the 
end of Reconstruction. Thus for different and opposite reasons, both black and white 
Southerners early agreed on the desirability of racially separate churches. 




Civil War (Westport, Conn.: 1976) pp. 142-145. 



THE EVOLVING POST-CIVIL WAR BLACK CHURCH 


Historian Arnold H. Taylor describes the rapidly growing black church denominations after the 
Civil War and in the process outlines the evolving differentiation black churchgoers made along 

class and religious lines. 


Because of its decentralized and democratic structure and the fervor of its religious 
worship services, the Baptist denomination attracted the greatest number of freedmen and 
spawned the greatest number of churches. By the end of the nineteenth century the Baptists 
claimed more black members than all the other denominations combined. The black Baptist 
churches arose either as a result of the withdrawal of black members from white churches or the 
assumption by former praise groups of a more formal structure. Once established, the churches 
proliferated rapidly. Because of their loose structure Baptist congregations frequently divided 
into smaller congregations as factions developed and seceded from the parent church. By 1898 , 
for example, seven black churches in a region of Mississippi could trace their origin to the parent 
Pine Grove Baptist Church in Aberdeen. Other churches arose through the missionary activities 
of ambitious ministers. The Reverend Monroe Boy kin , the first pastor of the Mount Moriah 
Baptist Church, founded in 1866 in Camden, South Carolina, eventually organized five 
additional churches which he served as minister. Another minister in South Carolina, the 
Reverend Alexander Bettis, who like Boykin was a former slave, organized over forty Baptist 
churches between 1865 and his death in 1895. Throughout most of this period he served as 
pastor of four churches, and for a brief period he pastored ten concurrently. 

Although each Baptist church existed as an independent entity in the social and spiritual 
firmament, the black Baptists early evinced an interest in cooperation. Churches in a given 
community or county or region of a state came together in conventions or associations. These 
local and regional associations then eventually combined into state conventions, and as time 
passed the state bodies merged into national conventions. Black Baptists in North Carolina came 
together in a state convention as early as 1866, followed by Baptists in Virginia and Alabama in 
1867. by 1870 such conventions existed in all the Southern states. In 1867 the Consolidated 
American Baptist Convention, the first national black convention, was organized. It was 
superseded in 1880 by the National Baptist Convention formed in that year at Montgomery, 
Alabama. This organization united with other groups in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1895 as the 
National Baptist Convention of the United States, claiming at that time some 3 mi lli on members, 

most of whom were in the South. 

The second strongest religious denomination among blacks was the Methodist. Making 
the greatest appeal to blacks in the lower South was the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
(AME), organized in 1816 as a result of the secession of a group of blacks led by Richard Allen 
from a white Methodist church in Philadelphia in 1787. After the Civil War it made its greatest 
strides in South Carolina, resuming the work it had abandoned when Morris Brown was forced 
from the state in 1822. After it was reorganized in the state by Bishop Daniel Payne in 1865, it 
expanded rapidly under his leadership and that of Richard Harvey Cain and other energetic 
ministers, claiming a membership of 44,000 by 1877. Reverend T.W. Stringer came to 
Mississippi in 1865 as the AME's chief emissary. Within five years the denomination had thirty- 
five churches with about 5,000 members in the state. In 1880 the denomination claimed a 
national membership of 400,000, then concentrated mostly in the South. 




The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, also a result of the black withdrawal from 
the white Methodist church in Philadelphia in 1787, grew rapidly after the Civil War as a result 
of its proselytizing work among the freedmen. It increased its membership from 26,746 in 1860 

to 200,000 in 1870. 

Other black Methodist congregations grew out of white churches after the Civil War. At 
the close of the war the predominantly white Methodist Episcopal Church, South, claimed over 
250,000 black members. Tik e the white Baptists, the white Methodists initially wanted to retain 
their black members; but like then - Baptist counterparts, the black Methodists were unwilling to 
tolerate their inferior status in the church any longer. Many, therefore, withdrew joining other 
Methodist bodies in the South (particularly the African Methodist churches) or the Baptists. In 
1866 less than 78,000 blacks remained as members; and these appealed to the General 
Conference for separate status. Separate status was granted in 1870 when the Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized in a general conference held at Jackson, Tennessee. Henry 
Miles of Kentucky and Richard H. Vanderhost of Georgia were ordained as bishops. The 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, because of its close ties with the white Southern 
Methodists, was initially suspect among many blacks who referred to it variously as "the Old 
Slavery Church" or the "Rebel Church." By 1890, however, much of the suspicion had 
dissipated, and the denomination grew steadily thereafter. But it still remained the smallest of 
the black Methodist churches in membership. 

The Northern Methodist Episcopal Church also proselytized heavily among the freedmen 
after the Civil War, and most of its members in the South were black. In South Carolina in 1881, 
for example, it had 36,000 black members and only sixty-nine white. Though generally desiring 
to be an integrated church, and attempting to assure black equality of status, the Northern 
Methodists also succumbed to the temper of the times, and with the succession of black bishops 
and lower clergy to church offices, it became essentially a black denomination in the South. 

Other denominations to which blacks belonged in the South were the Presbyterians and 
the Episcopalians. At the close of the Civil War black members of these churches either 
withdrew entirely and joined other denominations or established separate churches for 
themselves. By the beginning of the twentieth century, the white and black members of these 
denominations in the South were in separate church bodies. 


Source: Arnold H. Taylor, Travail and Triumph: Black Life and Culture in the South Since the 

Civil War (Westport, Conn.: 1976) pp. 145-147. 



HAMPTON INSTITUTE: THE FOUNDING OF A BLACK COLLEGE 


In the following vignette Robert Engs discusses the 1868founding of Hampton Institute, one of 
the oldest black colleges in the United States, and the vision of its first president, Samuel 
Chapman Armstrong. Hampton's most famous 19th Century graduate was Booker T. 

Washington. 


The American Missionary Association's experience with the freedmen and its changing 
view of the nature of their problems led inevitably to the solution upon which it finally settled. 
The freedmen had to be prepared to educate themselves.... To this end, the AMA sought to 
provide the major black population centers with teacher training schools. During 1867 and 1868, 
it founded eight such schools in the South. Normal schools were opened in Macon, Savannah, 
and Atlanta, Georgia; in Charleston, South Carolina; Louisville, Kentucky; Nashville, 
Tennessee; Talledaga, Alabama; and Hampton, Virginia. At most of these schools, the 
missionary teachers worked enthusiastically to make them first-rate institutions of higher 
learning, even though they all began with students and cuniculums at the grammar school level. 
The course of the normal School at Hampton, however, proved to be rather different largely 
because of its principal, Samuel Chapman Armstrong.... 

As Armstrong had grown more disillusioned with the prospects of the Freedman's 
Bureau, he had turned to education as the most likely means of black advancement. What was 
needed was "a tender, judicious and patient, yet vigorous educational system" for blacks.... When 
Armstrong heard of the AMA's plans to build a college in his district, he wrote....promising his 
full support and cooperation: "only colored men can do the work of penetrating and permeating 
the country with schools; we must have colored teachers as soon as possible--and a Normal 
school wherein to prepare them...a sort of manual labor institution. There is now nothing of the 

sort".... 

Armstrong's vision for Hampton Institute was very grand indeed. Un lik e other AMA- 
founded schools, it would not cater merely to the local black population. Armstrong intended, 
quite literally to educate the whole black race by creating the people who would be its teachers 
and leaders.... To achieve these goals Armstrong proposed the creation of a school which taught 
agricultural and mechanical s kil ls as well as academic subjects. In this way students could earn 
money to finance their education, supplement their low teacher's pay in later life, and, most 
importantly, learn and teach the dignity of labor. Armstrong also insisted upon coeducation. He 
believed immorality to be a major weakness of the black race; by learning together under the 
careful supervision of white teachers, the students would learn proper moral conduct and develop 
mutual respect. "Those on whom equally depends the future of their people," Armstrong stated 
in defense of the idea of coeducation, "must be given an equal chance." Most important of all 
would be the "home" aspect of the Institute. Hampton Institute was to be a "little world" in 
which all the proper attitudes of morality, diligence, thrift and responsibility were to be 
assiduously cultivated. At Hampton Institute the classical curriculum of the traditional college 
would be omitted. Armstrong did not want to educate his students out of sympathy with the 

people they must teach. 


Robert Francis Engs, Freedom's First Generation: Black Hampton, Virginia, 1861-1890 (1979), 

pp. 142-145. 



ANNA COOPER AND ST. AUGUSTINE'S COLLEGE 


Anna Haywood [Cooper] was one of a number of pupils who entered the growing number of 
post-Civil War black schools established in the South which would evolve into colleges. Cooper, 
who had the benefit of some prior training, was soon pressed into service teaching usucdly older 
pupils who were far less prepared for academic work. By 1873 this 15 year-old "student" 
became one of the first two female faculty at St. Augustine's College, the institution from which 1 

graduated ninety-six years later. 


Annie Haywood [Cooper] was about nine and a half years of age when St. Augustine's 
opened and was among the first group of pupils enrolled by Dr. [J Biinton] Smith, the school's 
principal.... As a "scholarship" pupil, Annie Haywood receive an annual stipend of $100 for 
board and tuition. Some writers have used the term "teacher" in describing her duties at the 
school while still a young girl. Annie, however, was a "coach," or tutor, who assisted other 
students. For while the first students who entered St. Augustine's were admitted on "satisfactory 
examination," it is unclear at what level of preparedness the school began its classes. Annie 
[however] benefited from some schooling before she entered St. Augustine's. The Episcopal 
Church had operated a parochial school, and Annie....received encouragement and support from 

her mother.... 

The Howard Schoolhouse, where St. Augustine's first classes were held, had served as an 
army barracks known as Camp Russell during the Civil War, and then was used as the 
Confederate Soldier's Home. On the first day, four pupils were enrolled in the school, which was 
located nearly one mile from the home of Rev. Smith. The building, which was in a field with 
one of two barrackslike structures, was not visible from the street, and was u nfi nished inside, 
with no plaster to cover the walls to protect the young pupils from the elements.... But according 
to Cecil D. Halliburton, who in 1937 published A History of St. Augustine's College: 1867-1937, 
the room was furnished with comfortable chairs and desks, and maps and blackboards covered 
the walls... The tmstees wished to purchase a more suitable tract upon which a permanent school 
plant might be built. The selected land, with nearly 110 acres....was known as Seven Springs.... 

Contributions and gifts from the Freedmen's Bureau, and the estate of Charles Avery of 
Pittsburgh, made the purchase of the property and the erection of a two-story building possible. 
The bureau contributed $6,243; the gift from the Avery Fund was $25,000.... The articles of 
incorporation were signed by the governor of North Carolina, Jonathan Worth, and dated July 

19, 1867. 

The school opened amidst a c li mate of racial tension. The day after the opening, the 
Constitutional Convention (required under the Reconstruction Act) convened in Raleigh. At the 
same time, the Convention of the Colored Citizens of North Carolina was holding a mass 
meeting and rally, to urge self-assertion, and to petition the state government for full citizenship 
rights. Moderation and patience had not won for black North Carolinians the rewards hoped for. 
Now their convention leaders were planning new strategies and developing a petition of demands 
to achieve those long-awaited manhood rights. Annie Haywood and Jane Thomas....became in 
1873 the first female students regularly employed as teachers at St. Augustine's College. By that 
date, the school had received more than $30,000 from the Freedmen's Bureau. Nineteen other 
schools also benefitted from the work and contributions of the bureau, Oberiin College [the Ohio 
college from which Annie would graduate in 1884] which received $5,000, was among them. 



Source: Louise Daniel Hutchinson, Anna J. Cooper: A Voice From the South (Washington, D.C., 

1982), pp. 22-24, 26-27. 



SOJOURNER TRUTH ON EQUAU RIGHTS 


If the word was not part of the vocabulary in the 1860s, Sojourner Truth nevertheless proved 
herself a committed feminist, dedicated to the granting of rights to all women at the very moment 
the political leaders of the nation were debating extending rights to black men. 


There is a great stir about colored men getting their rights, but not a word about the 
colored women; and if colored men get their rights, and not colored women theirs, you see the 
colored men will be masters over the women, and it will be just as bad as it was before. So I am 
for keeping the thing going while things are stirring; because if we wait till it is still, it will take a 
great while to get it going again. White women are a great deal smarter, and know more than 
colored women, while colored women do not know scarcely anything. They go out washing, 
which is about as high as a colored woman gets, and their men go about idle, strutting up and 
down; and when the women come home, they ask for their money and take it all, and then scold 
because there is no food. I want you to consider on that, chil'n. I call you chil'n; you are 
somebody's chil'n, and I am old enough to be mother of all that is here. I want women to have 
their rights. In the courts women have no right, no voice; nobody speaks for them. I wish woman 
to have her voice there among the pettifoggers. If it is not a fit place for women, it is unfit for 

men to be there. 

I am above eighty years old; it is about time for me to be going. I have been forty years a 
slave and forty years free, and would be here forty years more to have equal rights for all. I 
suppose I am kept here because something remains for me to do; I suppose I am yet to help to 
break the chain. I have done a great deal of work; as much as a man, but did not get so much pay. 
I used to work in the field and bind grain, keeping up with the cradler; but men doing no more, 
got twice as much pay; so with the German women. They work in the field and do as much 
work, but do not get the pay. We do as much, we eat as much, we want as much. I suppose I am 
about the only colored woman that goes about to speak for the rights of the colored women. I 
want to keep the thing stirring, now that the ice is cracked. What we want is a little money. You 
men know that you get as much again as women when you write, or for what you do. When we 
get our rights we shall not have to come to you for money, for then we shall have money enough 
in our own pockets; and may be you will ask us for money. But help us now until we get it. It is 
a good consolation to know that when we have got this battle once fought we shall not be coming 
to you any more. You have been having our rights so long, that you think, like a slaveholder, 
that you own us. I know that it is hard for one who has held the reins for so long to give up; it 
cuts like a knife. It will feel all the better when it closes up again. I have been in Washington 
about three years, seeing about these colored people. Now colored men have the right to vote. 
There ought to be equal rights now more than ever, since colored people have got their freedom. 


Source: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage, eels. History of 
Woman Suffrage, (Rochester, N.Y., 1881), Vol. II, pp. 193-194. 



MARY ANN SHADD: 19th CENTURY BLACK FEMINIST 


If Sojourner Truth was the most recognized spokesperson for gender as well as racial equality 
among post-Civil War black activists, she was hardly the only one. Mary Ann Shadd, a former 
Canadian abolitionist and the first black female newspaper editor in North America, moved to 
Washington, D.C. where she became the first black female student at Howard University Law 
School. Shadd, as the vignette below indicates, spoke and acted for gender equality. 


Long recognized as a spokesperson for racial equality, [Mary Ann] Shadd increasingly 
turned her attention to gender equality. A fervent supporter of equal rights and equal opportunity 
for black women as well as men, she wrote often to Frederick Douglass's New National Era. In 
a series of articles in the spring of 1872, she chided black women for maintaining a frightened 
silence and by that silence condoning petty criminality and vagrancy in the black community.... 
Shadd felt that black women should establish a voice in those matters most directly affecting 

them. 

Supporting rights for women, both black and white, Shadd actively participated in most 
women's rights conventions in and around Washington, D.C. Testifying before the House 
Judiciary Committee on behalf of women's suffrage, she praised the passage of the Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth amendments but declared that women all over the country still felt discriminated 
against by the retention of the word "male" in the amendments. After all, she reasoned, mi lli ons 
of women shared with men the responsibilities of freedom. She encouraged legislators to 
expunge any sexist references from the amendments as expeditiously as possible and provide 
women with the franchise. Arguing that women were taxed and governed in other respects 
without consent, Shadd simply requested that the principles of the founding fathers be applied to 

women as well as to men. 

On March 19, 1874, Shadd put her theories about equal rights into practice. Along with 
sixty-three other women in the District of Columbia, she attempted to register to vote in an 
approaching election. Anticipating the refusal, the women, both black and white alike, 
demanded that the clerks provide sworn, notarized affidavits stipulating they had been denied the 
right to vote. Armed with what any attorney would consider incriminating documents, Shadd 
penned a series of condemnatory exposes for the local press. 

Recognized by Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott as a valuable member of the 
movement, Shadd, upon invitation, addressed the National Woman's Suffrage Association 
convention in 1878. Caught up in the zeal to obtain the franchise for women, she temporarily 
forsook her long-held preference for integration in favor of what appeared to be separatism. 
Shortly after addressing the National Women's Suffrage Association, and with its support, Shadd 
founded the short- lived auxiliary organization called the Colored Women's Progressive 
Franchise Association. The fledgling organization attracted many to its first few meetings by 
advocating that black men and women in the District of Columbia create labor bureaus, 
cooperative stores, banking institutions, printing establishments, and lecture bureaus for their 
mutual benefit. The organization declared that while it would tolerate no gender discrimination, 
women would nevertheless have the controlling power since they had the most to gain. 


Source: Jason H. Silverman, "Mary Ann Shadd and the Search for Equality," in Darlene Clark 
Hine, ed., Black Women in United States History (Brooklyn, NY, 1990), Volume 4, pp. 

1272-1273. 



BIDDY MASON IN SLAVERY AND FREEDOM 


Biddy Mason, bom a slave in Georgia, became one of the first settlers of Los Angeles when the 
city had less than 1,000 inhabitants. Here is a partial account of the freedom she found in the 

Far West. 


Nothing is left of the original homestead of Biddy Mason, the first black woman to own 
property in Los Angeles. In its place, at 331 South Spring Street, is the new Broadway-Spring 
Center, primarily a parking structure. But this is no ordinary parking garage. Ten stories tall, the 
Broadway-Spring Center is a rather graceful pink-and-green building with a Tony Sheets bas- 
relief on the front facade. The ground floor will be divided into shops with access to the small, 
tranquil park that has been named after Mason and which provides a green, well-planted 
walkway between Broadway and Spring Street. Two public art pieces_one by Sheila Levrant de 
Bretteville, the other by Betye Saar_have recently been installed here, and, as part of the same 
project, a fine art book has been printed by artist Susan E. King, all to honor Mason and the site 

where her home once stood. 

More than a mile away, close to the USC campus, an old church that Mason founded still 
exists. The First African Methodist Episcopal Church of Los Angeles, one hundred and eighteen 
years old, is a testament to the complexity of Mason's life, work, and impact on the city. Many 
black leaders in the community worship there. The dynamic Reverend Cecil L. "Chip" Murray 
offers up sermons with titles such as "You Can't Beat the House," while a conga drum, an 
electric guitar, and clapping hands set a background beat for gospel-rocking songs that bring 
people to their feet and infuse the room with sudden, irresistible energy, the energy of hope and 

belief and love. 

There's a very large mural at the front of the church, lit with a golden light that also 
bathes the pulpit. A history is pictured there: pyramids, Africa, slavery, migration, rows of 
crops and workers. Presiding over everything is the great motherly figure of Biddy 
Mason_Grandma Mason. She's tending a flock of sheep, and she appears dignified and strong. 

Biddy Mason bought her land and built her house in 1866 in a town then so raw and new 
that the streets were troughs of mud or dust. Gas lamps were individually lit, one by one, every 
night, by a rider on horseback, illuminating a scant few blocks of humble houses in the bottom of 
a dark, sloping basin, now the valley of a billion lights. 

Mason was bom in 1818 in the state of Georgia and sold into slavery at eighteen. She 
walked across America in 1848 with the family who owned her and her sister_a Mississippi 
family who'd converted to Mormonism and were trekking west in caravans of wagons. They 
were a homeless people slouching toward Zion, traveling with their slaves and stock and children 
in oxcarts loaded with everything they owned. Biddy thus became a western pioneer, a black 
slave caught up in a white religious pilgrimage. She had three children at the time, including the 

baby she carried in her arms. 

They walked from Mississippi to Paducah, Kentucky, to Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and points less charted to the west, seven continuous months of walking, 
until eventually Biddy's party passed the valley of the Great Salt Lake in Utah_where others 
settled permanently_and went on to San Bernardino, arriving in 1851. 

But this Mormon family, named Smith, who owned Biddy and her sister and their 
children, didn't rea liz e that California was a free slave state: If you brought your slaves here, and 
they wanted to leave you, they could. That's exactly what Biddy wanted, but Smith was hoping 

to depart for Texas, taking his slaves along before anyone could stop him. 



Biddy, however, had made friends with free blacks here, including Eli zabeth Flake 
Rowan, Charles Owens, and his father, Robert Owens, who ran a flourishing stable on San Pedro 
Street. Owens got up a posse of vaqueros to rescue Biddy and her kin, swooping down on the 
Mormon camp in the Santa Monica mountains in the middle of the night. Biddy sued for 
freedom in court, won her papers in 1856, and moved her family in with the Owens. She was, at 

this time, thirty-eight years old. 



Mason possessed great ski ll s in medicine and became a midwife. Like many Afro- 
American women, she knew the lore of remedies and rituals. (For childbirth, keep the patient 
walking as "long as she can drag"; for a new baby, "string small pieces of poke root around a 
baby's neck to ease teething"; to celebrate a birth, "make a blue flame in the hearthfire by 

throwing a handful of salt"...) 

Ten years after winning her freedom she had saved enough money to buy the Spring 
Street lot; she eventually built her own house there_the house in which the First African 
Methodist Church was bom. In time she bought more land. 

Her grandsons were prosperous, in part because she gave them land to start a stable, and 
later she erected a two-story building. She became known for her good works. Before her death 
in 1891, she also became rich enough to know the joys of opening her hand and giving her 

wealth away. 

Source: Judith Freeman, "Commemorating An L.A. Pioneer," Los Angeles Magazine, April, 

1990, pp. 58-60. 



"IMPUDENT" FREEDWOMEN 


In the account below historian Jacqueline Jones describes the attitudes of both Northerners and 
Southerners to what they described as the particular insolence of black women. 


Defenders of the notion of early Victorian (white) womanhood could not help but be 
struck by black women who openly challenged conventional standards of female submissiveness. 
Freedwomen were described as "growling," "impertinent," "impudent," "vulgar" persons who 
"spoke up bold as brass" and. with their "loud and boisterous talking," demanded fair treatment 
for "we people [left] way back." In the process of ridiculing these women, northerners often 
indirectly revealed their ambivalent attitudes toward black men. Apparently an aggressive 
woman existed outside the realm of "natural," male-female relationships; her own truculence 
must be counterbalanced by the weakness of her husband, brother, or father. But ironically in 
such cases, male relatives were often perceived to be much more "reasonable" (that is, prone to 
accept the white man's point of view) than their vehement womenfolk. 

For example, John De Forest [Freedman's Bureau officer] later recounted the respective 
reactions of an elderly couple who had used up in supplies any profit they might have earned 
from a full year's labor. The man remained "puzzled, incredulous, stubborn," and insisted there 
must be some mistake. His wife was not about to accept the situation so politely: "trembling 
with indignant suspicion [she] looked on giimly or broke out in fits of passion... 'Don' you give 
down to it, Peter,' she exhorted. 'It ain't no how ris'ible that we should 'a' worked all the year and 
git nothing' to go upon.'" De Forest, who elsewhere complained of black "female loaferism" 
prevalent in the area, showed a curious lack of sympathy for this hardworking woman. In other 
cases, Yankee planters, professed abolitionists, responded to the demands put forth by 
delegations of female field hands with contempt for their brashness. 


Source: Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the 
Family from Slavery to the Present, (New York, 1985), pp. 70-71. 



POST CIVIL WAR COURTSHIP AMONG THE FREEDPEOPLE 


Historian Arnold Taylor describes the evolving ritual of courtship and marriage among the ex - 

slaves immediately after the Civil War. 


Shortly before the Civil War ended Smart and Mary Washington of Beaufort, South 
Carolina, had already lived together as man and wife for more than forty years during which time 
they had become the parents of nineteen children. Nevertheless, in January 1865 the couple took 
their first formal wedding vows and received a certificate of marriage. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony Smart happily acknowledged the congratulations of friends and well-wishers with the 
comment: "Him's [she's] my wife for sartin, now. Ef the old hen mn away, I shall cotch him 

[her] for sure." 

Although spoken in jest, Smart's observation reflected a tragic reality of black life in the 
antebellum South. An intrinsic attribute of slave status in America was the absence of the right 
to a secure family fife. While numerous slave families (perhaps a majority) remained intact, all 
lived under the omnipresent threat of forced separation and many families were broken up 
through the sale of parents or offspring. It is not surprising, then, that at the close of the Civil 
War freedmen like the Washington's included a stable and independently family life among their 

highest aspirations. 

For several months after the war freedmen throughout the South sought to reestablish 
family ties that had been severed during slavery. Many wandered about from place to place 
searching for their wives, husbands, parents, and children. As time passed some who could not 
travel advertised in newspapers, while other secured the services of schoolteachers and literate 
friends in writing letters to distant places, where they thought their relatives had been takea 
Others, discouraged by the unlikely prospect of finding former spouses, or failing in the attempt, 
established new relationships. Those who had never been married, but who had formed 
affectional unions during slavery, or had wish to do so, consummated and legitimized their 
relationships. Most were anxious to receive legal sanction for the marriages and unions they 
entered during slavery or contracted shortly afterwards. Indeed, during the first year of the Civil 
War, and before the Emancipation Proclamation was issued, slave couples in the contraband 
camps of the Union army insisted on the formality of a marriage ceremony in order to legalize 
and sanctify the unions they had established when they were under the authority of their former 

masters. 

For young people, freedom made it possible to consummate contemplated marriages with 
persons of their choice without the alien intrusion of members of the master class. Not all 
restraints were removed, however. During the post-Civil War period many parents continued to 
keep a watchful eye over the courting practices, romantic attachments, and marital choices of 
their children, especially their daughters. A former Arkansas slave, who married in 1870, 
recalled that in order to win the hand of his future wife he promised her father that he would "go 
to the mourners bench," a pledge which he kept "just a month after I got her." Similarly, Lucy 
Dunn, a former North Carolina slave, recalled that during the whole year of her courtship with 
her future husband, they were seldom alone. Her mother not only accompanied them when they 
walked home from church, but she also forbade Lucy to walk her suitor to the gate at the end of 
his Sunday visits to her home. However, after he proposed, Lucy finally won permission to walk 
him to the gate provided he mother "was settin' dere on de porch loo kin '." Thereafter, the 
romance progressed to its inexorable but still chaperoned c li max.... 



While the marriage rites of most freedmen were relatively simple, usually involving no 
more than the taking of an oath before a justice of the peace, a Freedmen's Bureau official, or a 
clergyman, they often evoked complex emotions. A Northern white teacher on Port Royal 
Island, South Carolina, recalled that when one unmarried couple and their daughter and her 
fiance spoke the marriage vows in a double ceremony before the same minister, "It was touching 
to see the eager, expectant look on the faces of the old couples. They were aiming for something 
higher and better of which they had as yet but a dawning conception...." 

Yet behind many of the marriage ceremonies lay much confusion and pain. Slaves who 
had taken new partners after being forcibly separated from former mates through sale, sometimes 
faced difficult choices when freedom came. Four years after his wife and his two children were 
sold, James McCullum of North Carolina married again. He and his second wife also had two 
children. When the war ended McCullum's first wife and children return to him. To resolve his 
dilemma, McCullum sought a ruling form the Freedmen's Bureau court in Lumberton, although 
he personally believed that only his first marriage was legal. 

Many ex-slaves facing a similar dilemma chose to return to their first spouses, indicating 
that many of their initial marriaggs were based on genuine affection or a strong respect for family 
obligations. Jane Ferguson of Port Royal, South Carolina, whose first husband, Martin Barnwell, 
had been sold away from her and her infant son, had no doubts about where her first loyalty lay. 

Before marrying Ferguson, her second husband, she had extracted from him a promise that if 
Martin ever returned, Ferguson would give her up. After the fall of Charleston in February 1865, 
Jane received word that Martin was still alive and wanted to rejoin her. Despite the protests of 
Ferguson, who was now a Union soldier, and the intercession of his chaplain, Jane unhesitatingly 
decided to return to her first husband, emphatically declaring: "Martin Barnwell is my 
husband....I am got no husband but he." 

Other ex-slaves, faced with the problem (or opportunity) of choosing between spouses, 
were less decisive. After Tina's first husband, Sam, was sold away from her, she married Kit. 

When Sam returned to Port Royal early in 1865 Tina attempted to solve her dilemma by 
spending alternate months with each of them. Kit was sorely distraught over this state of affairs 
for, as he confessed to E lizabeth Botume, a Yankee schoolteacher, "I married her for love, an' I 
lub her now more an' better than I lub myself." Kit's love finally prevailed, for Tina, concerned 
that "poor brother Kit is all alone...[and] ain't got nobody but me," decided to give Sam and to 
reside permanently with Kit. When she died many years later, Kit refused to allow any other 
woman to live with him, explaining that '"I don't want Tina to think I would bring shame upon 

she.'" 

Kit's devotion to Tina was not uncommon, especially among ex-slave couples who had 
shared the slavery experience together. Concern for the welfare of her surviving husband 
inspired one woman to attempt in a deathbed ceremony to marry her husband to her friend and 
neighbor. She explained that "'I is going shortly, an I can't lef poor Billy all alone. So I axes 
sister Hagar to come here and tuck my place, an' min' Billy, an' the house, an' the dumb creetures 
for me.'" Unfortunately, after she died, the elders of Billy's church refused to recognize the 
marriage because Hagar did not have a divorce from her first husband, from whom she had been 
separated for several years. Nevertheless, Billy and Hagar lived together as man and wife, but 
Billy always regretted that their marriage did not have the sanction of the church.... 


Source: Arnold H. Taylor, Travail and Triumph: Black Life and Culture in the South Since the 

Civil War (Westport, Conn.: 1976) pp. 161-164. 



MARRIAGE AND POST-BELLUM BLACK WOMEN 


In the following account Paula Gicldings describes the role of marriage for middle class black 
women in the post-Civil War era, and more generally, the concern black women expressed about 

the paucity of respect for their virtue. 


Marrying men of achievement was.. .an integral part of their determination to fu lfill 
themselves as women. "The question," said Anna Julia Cooper, who married a minister but was 
widowed two years later, "is not now with the woman 'How shall I so cramp, stunt, and simplify 
and nullify myself as to make me eligible to the honor of being swallowed up into some little 
man?' but the problem .. . rests with the man as to how he can so develop ... to reach the ideal 
of a generation of women who demand the noblest, grandest and best achievements of which he 

is capable." 

That demand went beyond men's material achievements to male perceptions about black 
women themselves. Many men, they felt, left something to be desired when it came to seeing 
their women in the proper light and to protecting their virtue literally as well as figuratively. "It 
is absurd," said Anna Julia Cooper, "to quote statistics showing the Negro's bank account and 
rent rolls, to point to the hundreds of newspapers edited by colored men, and lists of lawyers, 
doctors, professors, D.D.'s, L.L.D's, etc. etc. etc. while the source from which the life-blood of 
the race is to flow is subject to the taint and corruption of the enemy's camp." For "a stream," 
she exhorted, "cannot rise higher than its source." 

At the turn of the century, black women still had "no fixed public opinion to which they 
could appeal," as Fannie Barrier W ill iams pointed out, "no protection against the libelous attacks 
on their characters, and no chivalry generous enough to guarantee their safety against man's 
inhumanity to women." Since she included black men in this group, Williams challenged: "Is 
the Colored man brave enough to stand out and say to all the world, 'This far and no farther in 
your attempt to insult or degrade our women'?" The question was important. Nannie Helen 
Burroughs asserted: "Whenever the men of any race defiantly stand up for the protection of their 
women,... the women will... be saved from the hands of the most vile." That men had not so 
stood up made the sharp-tongued Burroughs protest: "White men offer more protection to their 
prostitutes than many black men offer to their best women." Apart from their concern about 
protection from the "vileness" of white men, black women criticized the attitudes of black men 
toward them. In the opinion of the activists, the times demanded that men not treat women as 
mere quarry. "We need men," Cooper said, "who can let their interest and gallantry extend 
outside the circle of their aesthetic appreciation; men who can be father, brother, a friend to 
every weak, struggling, unshielded girl." What black women craved, above all things, continued 
Williams, was to "be respected and believed in. This is more important than position and 

opportunities." 


Source: Paula Gidclings, When and Where I Enter: The Impact of Black Women on Race and Sex 

in America (New York, 1984), pp. 113-114. 



CLOTHING AND FREEDOM 


One immediate indication of freedom was ability of former slaves to choose their own clothing. 
In the following account historian Jacqueline Jones describes the importance of dress to the 

newly freed slaves. 


In the fall of 1865 a Freedmen's Bureau officer stationed in Wilmington, North Carolina, 
remarked to a northern journalist that "the wearing of black veils by the young negro women had 
given great offense to the young white women," who consequently gave up this form of apparel 
altogether. In recounting the story, Sidney Andrews asked his readers a rhetorical question: 
"Does this matter of veils and parasols and handkerchiefs seem a small one?" and then he 
proceeded to answer it himself: "... it is one of serious import to the bitter, spiteful women 
whose passionate hearts nursed the Rebellion." Andrews comments suggest the social 
significance of clothing in an era when race relations were temporarily in a state of flux. 
Rossa Cooley, a New England white woman who taught on the Sea Islands in the early 
20th Century, offered a most perceptive statement on the role of women's clothes during the 

transition from slavery to freedom: 

Slavery to our Islanders meant field work, with no opportunity for the women and 
girls to dress as they chose and when they chose. Field workers were given their 
clothes as they were given their rations, only the clothes were given usually as a 
part of the Christmas celebration, "two clothes a year," explained one of them as 
she remembered the old days. With the hunger for books very naturally came the 
hunger for clothes, pretty clothes, and more of them! And so with school and 
freedom best clothes came out and ragged clothes were kept for the fields. Work 
and old "raggedy" clothes were ... closely associated in the minds of the large 
group of middle-aged Island folk.... 

Even for the women who never attended school, the old forms of dress--plain, drab, and heavy, 
serving only a practical and not an expressive function--were scorned in favor of more colorful, 

elaborate garments. 

If clothes served to announce a woman's awareness of her new status, they also revealed 
the change in male-female relationships from slave unions to legal marriages. Black husbands 
took pride in buying fashionable dresses and many-colored ribbons, pretty hats and delicate 
parasols for their womenfolk. When a freedman walked alongside his well-dressed wife, both 
partners dramatized the legitimacy of their relationship and his role as family provider. A white 
landowner in Louisiana reproached one of his tenants for spending all the proceeds of his cotton 
crop on clothing, "the greatest lot of trash you ever saw," but the black man assured his employer 
that "he and his wife and children were satisfied and happy," and added, "What's the use of living 

if a man can't have the good of his labor?" 


Source: Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the 
Family from Slavery to the Present, (New York, 1985), pp. 68-69. 



TENANTRY OR SHARECROPPING: THE ROOTS OF BLACK POVERTY 


In the account below labor historian William Harris briefly describes the rise of tenantry and 

sharecropping in the post-bellum South. 


The dominant type of southern agricultural labor was a form of tenantry or sharecropping in 
which all members of the black family worked in the fields and on other farm tasks to provide 
the highest possible yield. Payment for their labor, usually at the end of the harvest season, came 
in the form of a share of the crop. The crop-sharing system developed because the war had left 
the South largely devoid of liquid capital. Hence the South existed as a noncash economy. 
Circumstances required the creation of labor system through which essential tasks could be 
performed while payment of wages was deferred until the crops were marketed. Though land 
use arrangements varied widely, they usually took one of the two main forms. In one system, 
landowners and laborers agreed that each would own specific shares of the crops at harvest time. 

The second type of agreement gave the croppers use of the land for a fixed sum, payable in 
goods at the end of the year. To distinguish between the two systems, we here define the former 

as sharecropping and the latter as tenantry. 

Landowners preferred sharecropping to tenantry for several reasons, including their belief that 
black farmers were incapable of working without supervision. Moreover, sharecropping left the 
major decisions on which crops to plant, how much fert il izer to use, and when the cropper and 
his family would work largely to the landowner. Under normal circumstances, the two parties 
agreed that for shares of the harvest-usually one-third for the cropper and two-thirds for the 
landowner-the landowner would provide seeds, ferti liz er, draft animals, and food and clothing 
for the cropper's family for the year of the contract. The cost for such items would be charged to 
the cropper's account. In return, the cropper agreed to provide all the labor required to product 
the most bountiful crop, usually cotton. In addition, the cropper and his family were to maintain 
the farm and its properties in proper condition. Clearly, such a system provided little incentive 
for the workers. If they worked hard and produced an above-average crop, in the end they 
simply paid more for use of the land. The more they produced the more they got, but the 

landowner got more as well. 

If the sharecropping system provided little incentive for the workers, tenantry, system by 
which they rented land for a fixed sum, usually an established number of bales of cotton, was far 
more desirable. Though the basic arrangement was much like that for sharecroppers, tenant 
farmers could look forward to increasing their incomes without paying more for use of the land. 
Workers obviously favored that system. Tenantry also provided a means by which black farmers 
could accumulate a little capital and thus eventually escape the system. Accordingly, it found 
little favor among the land owners. As late as 1880, renting to blacks accounted for only 9.6 
percent of all southern farms and only 3.4 percent of land planted in cotton. In order to control 
the land and workers, southern landowners stifled black incentive and delayed for decades the 

economic development of the South. 


Source: William H. Harris, The Harder We Run: Black Workers Since the Civil War. (New 

York, 1982) pp. 10-12. 




THE LABOR CONTRACT: THE ROOTS OF BLACK POVERTY 


In the late 1860s the labor contract system, a forerunner of sharecropping, rapidly spread across 
the South as an alternative to the recently ended slavery system. Under this system recently 
freed slaves traded their labor for wages, food, shelter and fuel provided by white landowners. 
In the following chart we see the record of the first annual contract between Presley George, a 
North Carolina planter and his former slaves, Polly and Puss in 1867. As indicated below, the 
former slaves often worked the entire year and discovered upon "totaling up" that the expenses 
they incurred usually equalled what wages they earned. 


Due Presley George by Polly: 


For 4%cuts wool @ 75^cut 

22 yds. cloth @ 50$/yd. 11.00 

5 yds. thread @ 50^/yd. 2.50 

Boarding one child (who didn't work) for 5 months 12.00 

10 bushels com @ $1.00/bushel 10.00 

30 bushels com @ $ 1.00/bushel 30.00 

Total $69.00 


Due Polly by Presley George: 

For 3 months' work "by self" @ $4.00/month 
For 4 months' work by son Peter @ $8.00/month 
For 4 months' work by son Burrel @ $4.00/month 
For 4 months' work by daughter Siller @ $2.25/month 

Total $69.00 


Due Presley George by Puss: 

For 6 yds. striped cloth @ 50e/yd. 

l 3 /fcuts wool @ 75^cut 1.25 

10 bushels com @ $ 1.00/bushel 10.00 

Total $14.25 


Due Puss by Presley George: 
For 4 months' work @ $3.50/month 


$14.00 


Source: Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the 
Family from Slavery to the Present, (New York, 1985), p. 54. 



A NORTH CAROLINA SHARECROPPING AGREEMENT, 1880 


The following is part of an 1880 North Carolina sharecropping agreement provided by a 

landowner for his "croppers." 


To every one applying to rent land upon shares, the following conditions must be read, 

and agreed to. 

To every 30 or 35 acres, I agree to furnish the team, plow, and farming implements, 
except cotton planters, and I do not agree to furnish a cart to every cropper. The croppers are to 
have half of the cotton, com and fodder if the following conditions are complied with, but--if 

not--they are to have only two fifths... 

All must work under my direction. All plantation work to be done by the croppers. My 
part of the crop to be housed by them, and the fodder and oats to be hauled and put in the house. 
All the cotton must be topped about 1st August. If any cropper fails from any cause to save all 
the fodder from his crop, I am to have enough fodder to make it equal to one half of the whole if 

the whole amount had been saved. 

For every mule or horse furnished by me there must be 1000 good sized rails... hauled, 
and the fence repaired as far as they will go, the fence to be tom down and put up from the 
bottom if I so direct. All croppers to haul rails and work on fence wherever I may order. Rails 

to be split when I may say... 

Each cropper must keep in good repair all bridges in his crop or over ditches that he has 
to clean out and when a bridge needs repairing that is outside of all their crops, then any one that 

I call on must repair it. 

If any cotton is planted on the land outside of the plantation fence, I am to have three 
fourths of all the cotton made in those patches, that is to say, no cotton must be planted by 

croppers in their home patches. 

No cropper to work off the plantation when there is any work to be done on the land he 
has rented, or when his work is needed by me or other croppers. Trees to be cut down on 
Orchard, House field & Evanson fences, leaving such as I may designate. 

Road field to be planted from the very edge of the ditch to the fence, and all the land to 
be planted close up to the ditches and fences. No stock of any kind belonging to croppers to run 

in the plantation after crops are gathered. 

Croppers must sow & plow in oats and haul them to the crib, but must have no part of 
them. Nothing to be sold from their crops, nor fodder, nor com to be carried out of the fields 
until my rent is all paid, and all amounts they owe me and for which I am responsible are paid in 

fuH. 

The sale of every cropper's part of the cotton to be made by me when and where I choose 
to sell, and after deducting all they may owe me and all sums that I may be responsible for on 
their accounts, to pay them their half of the net proceeds. 


Source: Robert D. Marcus and David Burner, America Firsthand: From Reconstruction to the 

Present (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1989), pp. 29-31. 



THE MEMPHIS RIOT, 1866 


The ex-slaves soon learned their freedom was precarious. In May 1866, ex-Confederates 
attacked blacks in Memphis, particularly Union war veterans and before the 3-day riot ended 
forty-six blacks and two whites were killed. Here is testimony from the Congressional 

Investigation of the riot. 


Mrs. Lucy Tibbs questioned by the Chairman, Congressman Elihu B. Washburne of 

Illinois: 

I understand you to say, then, you saw four men killed. 

Yes, sir; and my brother got killed on Tuesday afternoon; who killed him I do not know. 

What was his name? 

His name was Bob Taylor. He had been a member of the 59th Regiment, but was out of the 
service. On Tuesday afternoon when they were firing and going from house to house, I told him 
to try to get away if he could. He started to mn away, but was found dead the next morning by 

the bayou just back of my house. 

Did they come into your house? 

Yes; a crowd of men came in that night. I do not know who they were. They just broke the door 
open and asked me where was my husband; I replied he was gone; they said I was a liar; I said, 
"Please do not do anything to me; I am just here with two little children." 

Did they ravish you? Yes, sir. 

How many of them? There was but one that did it. [The others] went to my trunk, burst it open, 
and took this money that belonged to my brother.... 

I had just to give up to them. They said they would kill me if I did not. They put me on the bed, 
and the other men were plundering the while this man was carrying on. 

* * * 

Mrs. Sarah Song questioned by the Chairman: 

What did you see of the rioting? 

I saw them kill my husband; he was shot in the head. 

Who shot him ? 

I do not know; there were between twenty and thirty men who came to the house, when they first 
came, my husband was sick in bed and could not get up; he had the jaundice; They broke the 
outside doors open and came into the room and asked if we had any pistols or shot guns in the 
house; my husband said he had one, but it was only a msty pistol, that his little boy had found; 
then they told my husband to get up; he got up and gave it to them. They told my husband to get 
up and come out, that they were going to shoot him; they made h im get up and go out of doors 
and told him if he had anything to say to say it quick, for they were going to kill him. He stood 
outside, perhaps, a quarter of an hour; they asked him if he had been a soldier; he said he never 
had been. One of them said, "You are a damned liar; you have been in the government service 
for the last twelve or fourteen months." "Yes," said he, "I have been in the government service, 
but not as a soldier." Then another said, "Why did you not tell us that at first?" Then one 



stepped back and shot him as quick as he said that; he was not a yard from him; he put the pistol 

to his head and shot three times. 


Source: "The Memphis Riots and Massacres," Report No. 101, House of Representatives, 39th 

Cong., 1st Sess., pp. 160-61, 222-23. 



THE BLACK CODES IN LOUISIANA 


Immediately after the Civil War ex-slaveholders generated a series of laws to regulate the 
behavior of the newly freed slaves. While these codes recognized the end of slavery, most of 
these laws nevertheless created repressive conditions that were strikingly similar to slavery. 
Reprinted below are some of the 1866 black codes for a Louisiana parish. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the police jury of the parish of St. Landry, That no negro shall 
be allowed to pass within the lim its of said parish without special permit in writing from his 
employer. Whoever shall violate this provision shall pay a fine of two dollars and fifty cents, or 
in default thereof shall be forced to work four days on the public road, or suffer corporal 

punishment as provided hereinafter. 

Sec. 2. ...Every negro who shall be found absent from the residence of his employer after 

ten o'clock at night, without a written permit from his employer, shall pay a fine... 

Sec. 3. ...No negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a house within said parish. Any 
negro violating this provision shall be immediately ejected and compelled to find an employer... 

Sec. 4. ...Every negro is required to be in the regular service of some white person, or 
former owner, who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said negro. 

Sec. 5. ...No public meetings or congregations of negroes shall be allowed within said 
parish after sunset, but such public meetings and congregations may be held between the hours 
of sunrise and sunset, by special permission in writing of the captain of patrol, within whose beat 
such meetings shall take place. This prohibition, however, is not to prevent negroes from 

attending the usual church services, conducted by white ministers and priests... 

Sec. 6. ...No negro shall be permitted to preach, exhort, or otherwise declaim to 
congregations of colored people, without a special permission in writing from the president of 

the police jury... 

Sec. 7. ...No negro who is not in the military service shall be allowed to carry firearms, 
or any kin d of weapons, within the parish without special written permission of his employers, 
approved and indorsed by the nearest and most convenient chief of patrol. 

Sec. 8. ...No negro shall sell, barter, or exchange any articles of merchandise or traffic 
within said parish without the special written permission of his employer, specifying the article 

of sale, barter or traffic. 

Sec. 9. ...Any negro found drunk, within the said parish shall pay a fine of five dollars, or 
in default thereof work five days on the public road, or suffer corporal punishment as hereinafter 

provided. 


Source: Howard H. Quint, Milton Cantor and Dean Albertson, Main Problems in American 

History, (Chicago, 1987) pp. 9-10. 



FREDERICK DOUGLAS DESCRIBES THE "COMPOSITE NATION" 


In an 1869 speech in Boston, Frederick Douglass challenged most socicd observers and 
politicians (including most African Americans) by advocating the acceptance of Chinese 
immigration. Part of his argument is presented below. 


I have said that the Chinese will come... Do you ask, if I favor such immigration, I 
answer I would. Would you have them naturalized, and have them invested with all the rights of 
American citizenship? I would. Would you allow them to vote? I would. Would you allow 

them to hold office? 1 would. 

But are there not reasons against all this? Is there not such a law or principle as that of 
self-preservation? Does not every race owe something to itself..? Should not a superior race 
protect itself from contact with inferior ones? Are not the white people the owners of this 
continent...? Is it best to take on board more passengers than the ship will carry? 

To all of this and more I have one among many answers, together satisfactory to me, 
though I cannot promise that it will be so to you. 

I submit that this question of Chinese immigration should be settled upon higher 
principles than those of a cold and selfish expediency. There are such things in the world as 
human rights. They rest upon no conventional foundation, but are external, universal, and 
indestructible. Among these, is the right of...migration; the right which belongs to no particular 
race, but belongs al ik e to all and to all al ik e. It is the right you assert by staying here, and your 
fathers asserted by coming here. It is this great right that I assert for the Chinese and Japanese, 
and for all other varieties of men equally with yourselves, now and forever. I know of no rights 
of race superior to the rights of humanity, and when there is a co nfli ct between human and 
national rights, it is safe to go to the side of humanity... I reject the arrogant and scornful theory 
by which they would lim it migratory rights, or any other essential human rights to themselves, 
and which would make them the owners of this great continent to the exclusion of all other races 

of men. 

I want a home here not only for the negro, the mulatto and the Latin races; but I want the 
Asiatic to find a home here in the United States, and feel at home here, both for his sake and for 
ours... If respect is had to majorities, the fact that only one fifth of the population of the globe is 
white, the other four fifths are colored, ought to have some weight and influence in disposing of 
this and similar questions... If the white race may exclude all other races from this continent, it 
may rightfully do the same in respect to all other lands...and thus have all the world to itself... 

The apprehension that we shall be swamped or swallowed up by Mongolian 
civilization...does not seem entitled to much respect. Thought they come as the waves come, we 
shall be stronger if we receive them as friends and give them a reason for loving our country and 
our institutions. They will find here a deeply rooted, indigenous, growing civilization, 
augmented by an ever-increasing stream of immigration from Europe.... They will come as 
strangers. We are at home. They will come to us, not we to them. They will come in their 
weakness, we shall meet them in our strength...and with all the advantages of organization. 
Chinese children are in American schools in San Francisco. None of our children are in Chinese 
schools, and probably never will be... Contact with these yellow cliildren...would convince us 
that the points of human difference, great as they, upon first sight, seem, are as nothing compared 
with the points of human agreement. Such contact would remove mountains of prejudice. 



The voice of civilization speaks an unmistakable language against the isolation of 
families, nations and races, and pleads for composite nationality as essential to her triumphs. 

Those races of men which have... had the least intercourse with other races of men, are a 
standing co nfi rmation of the folly of isolation. The very soil of the national mind becomes in 
such cases barren, and can only be resuscitated by assistance from without. 


Source: Philip S. Foner and Daniel Rosenberg, eels., Racism, Dissent, and Asian Americans form 
1850 to the Present: A Documentary History (Westport, Conn., 1993), pp. 223-226. 
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CHAPTER NINE: Reconstruction, The Politics of History 


Reconstruction for African-America was more than the reuniting of the ex-Confederate 
states with the Union—it was an opportunity to establish political democracy and equal rights in 
the South. The vignettes in this chapter reflect both the anticipation of blacks of change in their 
political status the reality that such change would be short-lived. 

The Reconstruction Amendments provide the legal foundation for black rights, and 
which contribute to the euphoria are also listed while That euphoria is supported at least in the 
1860s and 1870s by vigorous enforcement of the newly won civil and political gains as seen in 
the vignette, Mary Coger Defends Her Civil Rights. In President Johnson and Black Leaders 
we see the first post-war meeting between African Americans and an American President with 
the topic of discussion, not surprisingly, the protection of black civil rights. The views of 
Frederick Douglass on the role of African Americans in the post-war South are advanced in 
Frederick Douglass: What the Black Man Wants. And in Thaddeus Stevens Demands Black 
Suffrage we are provided the view of the most ferx’ent proponent of political rights for the ex- 
slaves. The varying attitudes of Pacific Northwesterners are profiled in Black Voting Rights: 
The View from the Far West, Black Voting Rights: A Hawaiian Newspaper's View, and The 
Reconstruction Amendments: Oregon's Response. 

The tables, Black Reconstruction Politicians and The First Reconstruction 
Legislatures, illustrate the extent of black participation in the various "radical" regimes which 
governed the ex-Confederate South in the late 1860s and 1870s. A Debate over Public Schools 
details the role of such politicians in the governance of the South. Yet there was growing 
opposition to black political participation in post-war southern governments as reflected in the 
vignette South Carolina Under Black Government which seeks to establish the incompetence of 
black politicians while Reconstruction: The Politics of History suggests the extent to which our 
historical view of the era has been clouded by such incomplete and inaccurate interpretations. 
Finally Reconstruction in Macon County, Alabama, and The End of Reconstruction in 
Mississippi reveal the everpresent backdrop of political violence during the Reconstruction 

experiment in multi-racial government. 



Terms for Week Nine: 


Reconstruction Amendments: 13th Amendment 
14th Amendment 
15th Amendment 

Black Codes 

Mississippi Vagrancy Act 
Hirim Revels 
Blanche K. Bruce 
Beverly Nash 
P.B.S. Pinchback 
"Horrors of Reconstruction " 

"Birth of A Nation " 

Ku Klux Klein 
Sunday School League 


The Memphis Riot 



RECONSTRUCTION AMENDMENTS, 1865-1870 


ARTICLE 13 - Slavery Abolished 

1) Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place 

subject to their jurisdiction. 


2) Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


This amendment was proposed to the State Legislatures by the 37th Congress 
on February 1, 1865, and was ratified December 18, 1865. It was rejected 
by Delaware and Kentucky; was conditionally ratified by Alabama and Mississippi; and Texas 

took no action. 


ARTICLE 14 - Citizenship Rights Not To Be Abridged 

1) All persons bom or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. 

No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities 
of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law, nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws. 

This amendment was proposed to the State Legislatures by the 39th Congress on June 16, 1866, 
and was ratified July 23, 1868. The amendment was supported by 23 Northern states. It was 
rejected by Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland and 10 ex-Confederate states. California took no 
action. It was later ratified by the 10 ex-Confederate states. 

ARTICLE 15 - Equal Voting Rights 

1) The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by 

the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude. 

2) The Congress shall have power to enforce the provisions of this Article by appropriate 

legislation. 


This amendment was proposed to the State Legislatures by the 40th Congress on February 27, 
1869, and was ratified on March 30, 1870. It was supported by 30 states; it was rejected by 
California, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland and Oregon. It was not acted on by Tennessee. New 
York rescinded its ratification on January 5, 1870. New Jersey rejected the amendment in 1870, 

but ratified it in 1871. 





RECONSTRUCTION: THE POLITICS OF HISTORY 


E. Merton Coulter was, for his generation, one of the most renowned historians of the American 
South. But Coulter also shared with that generation certain stereotypes about the "horrors of 
Reconstruction" which, no doubt, affected the manner in which he interpreted the history of the 
region. In the account below we see an example of the image of blacks as depicted by Coulter in 

his writings on Reconstruction in 1948. 


Slavery had not been an unmixed evil for the Negroes; it had brought them from 
barbarism and slavery in Africa to America and subjected them to the white man's civilization.... 
It was often remarked by disinterested observers that the lot of the slaves in America was better 
than that of the Negroes left behind in Africa.... Yet slavery left the Negro i lli terate and untrained 
for the responsibilities of freedom, with such human weaknesses as lying and thieving 
exaggerated. He loved idleness, he had no keen conception of right and wrong and he was 

"improvident to the last degree of childishness." As a race they were spendthrift and 

gullible.... Easily influenced by peddlers and storekeepers, Jewish and Gentile, they bought brass 
finger rings worth fifty cents apiece for $5.00 or $6.00, and earrings, breast pins, and gaudy 
cotton handkerchiefs at correspondingly high prices. They also had a great liking for tobacco, 

whiskey, and mackerel. 

The cheapest deady weapon was the razor, which was called into use more frequently by 
whiskey and women than for the purpose for which it was made. Negroes progressed rapidly in 
lawlessness, made easy by owning deady weapons. As the Negroes failed to receive as freely as 
they expected, the inherent human weakness to steal asserted itself. Armed with the lingering 
feeling of slave days that what belonged to their masters belonged to them also, they became a 
menace to anything which could not be locked up or nailed down.... Their favorite objects of 
theft were hogs, chickens, cattle, horses and mules, cotton, and all sorts of vegetables and fruits. 

....The women retired from the cotton fields, for no lady worked in the fields, if, indeed, 
anywhere. Their first great ambition was to wear a veil and carry a parasol.... Though there was 
some evidence among Negroes....that the female of their species is more deadly than the male, 
Negro women generally liked their husbands strong, even to the extent of wife-beating. One of 
the effects of freedom on Negro women seems to have been a diminution.... of their maternal 
instincts. A Briton passing through the South a year after the war declared he did not see a 
Negro women who did not want to be relieved of the care of her children; and another 
Briton....said the children were "looked upon by most of them [their mothers] as a burden and if 
the mothers did not intentionally kill, their habitual neglect produces the same effect." 

The festive spirit was native with the Negroes.... First in his affection for the Fourth of 
July, which he and his Radical Republican mentors siezed from the Southern whites and made 
almost an exclusive possession.... Only little less important....was Emancipation Day, which he 
celebrated a various times from January 1 to June "teenth" (nineteenth), reinforced by 

watermelons. 


Source: E. Merton Coulter, The South During Reconstruction, 1867-1877 (New York, 1948), pp. 

47-55. 




MARY COGER DEFENDS HER CIVIL RIGHTS 


In the account below historian Donald Nieman describes the successful suit by Mary Coger 
against a steamboat company which tried to segregate her, and the implications of her suit for 
national civil rights policy in post Civil War America. 


On August 21, 1872, seven years after the Civil War had ended, Mary Coger, a teacher 
from Quincy, Illinois, prepared to return home after visiting friends in Keokuk, Iowa. Although 
her complexion was fair, Coger had one black grandparent, making her a Negro in the eyes of 
race-conscious nineteenth-century American whites. When she went to the office of the North 
West Union Packet Company to purchase a ticket for passage aboard the Mississippi River 
steamer, S.S. Merrill , the agent detected her African ancestry and refused to sell her a first-class 
ticket. Following company policy, he offered her passage without a private sleeping berth or 
access to the dining room. Coger demanded first-class passage and initially refused to purchase 
a ticket.... She finally relented, accepting a ticket entitling her to separate and unequal 

accommodations. 

Aboard the steamer, Coger continued to encounter demeaning treatment. When she sent 
the ship's chambermaid to purchase a dinner ticket for her, she received a pass marked "colored 
girl," not "lady," the term of respect universally applied to middle-class white women, and was 
informed that she would be served in the pantry. Refusing to accept such treatment, she 
persuaded a white traveler to purchase a first-class dining ticket for her. When dinner was 
announced, she entered the cabin, took a seat at a table reserved for ladies traveling without male 
escort, and refused to move when a waiter ordered her to the pantry.... The Captain appeared, 
demanded that Coger leave the ladies' table, and attempted to remove her. Coger resisted "so 
that considerable violence was necessary to drag her out of the cabin, and, in the stmggle, the 
covering of the table was tom off and dishes broken, and the officer received a slight injury." 

Determined to challenge such degrading treatment, Mary Coger filed suit in state district 
court, seeking damages from the company for the assault on her by its employees. She alleged 
that the Iowa Constitution, which declared that "All men are, by nature, free and equal," entitled 
her to colorblind service on the Merrill.... She also claimed that the changes in federal law and 
the United States Constitution growing out of the abolition of slavery and the post war effort to 
protect the rights of the former slaves reinforced this right.... The Fourteenth Amendment, 
ratified in 1868, not only conferred national and state citizenship on blacks, but prohibited 
discrimination.... Moreover, Coger pointed out that Congress's Civil Rights Act of 1866 provided 
that all citizens were entitled to "the same right....to make and enforce contracts....as is enjoyed 
by white persons." Because a steamboat ticket was a contract, she contended, the company was 
obligated to offer her the same ticket and service that it offered white women. 

The state courts sustained Coger's position.... When the jury returned a verdict for Coger, 
the company appealed to the Iowa Supreme Court, which upheld the lower court. Chief Justice 
Joseph M. Beck's opinion indicated that he was not free of racial stereotypes, noting that Coger's 
"spirited resistance....exhibited evidence of the Anglo-Saxon blood that flows in her veins." He 
nevertheless rejected the company's claim that it was free to practice racial segregation. 
Dismissing as irrelevant arguments concerning Coger's race, Beck paid tribute to the radical 
transformation brought about by emancipation and postwar constitutional change. "However 
pertinent to such a case the discussion may have been, not many years ago....the doctrines.... 
involved in the argument are obsolete, and have no longer existence or authority, anywhere 




within the jurisdiction of the federal constitution, and most certainly not in Iowa.... If the negro 
must submit to different treatment, to accommodations inferior to those given to the white man, 
when transported by public carriers," Beck concluded, "he is deprived of the benefits of this very 

principle of equality." 



Although it had authority only within Iowa, Beck's opinion suggested how far the 
revolutionary upheaval of the Civil War and Reconstruction had moved the nation. Only a dozen 
years before, the United States Supreme Court's holding that blacks were not citizens had stood 
as the supreme law of the land.... Under the pressure of the Civil War, however, L incoln and the 
Republican leadership in Congress embraced emancipation as a war goal and recruited 180,000 
black troops to help subdue the Confederacy. In the war's aftermath Republican leaders....not 
only removed the incubus of Dred Scott and admitted blacks to citizenship, but expanded federal 
responsibility for protecting individual rights from violation by states and individuals. 
Furthermore, they moved beyond antebellum distinctions between civil (or legal) rights and 
political rights, extending to blacks the full rights of citizenship, including the right to vote. Well 
might Daniel Corbin, a South Carolina Republican, remark in 1871, "we have lived over a 

century in the last ten years." 


Source: Donald G. Nieman, Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 

1776 to the Present (New York, 1991), pp. 50-52. 



FREDERICK DOUGLASS: WHAT THE BLACK MAN WANTS 


In a speech before the Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in Boston in 
April, 1865, Frederick Douglass outlines the policies which he believes will result in the rapid 
advance of African Americans from slavery to freedom. Part of his speech is reprinted below. 


I have had but one idea for the last three years, to present to the American people, and the 
phraseology in which I clothe it is the old abolition phraseology. I am for the "immediate, 
unconditional, and universal" enfranchisement of the black man, in every State in the Union. 
Without this, his liberty is a mockery; without this, you might as well almost retain the old name 
of slavery for his condition; for, in fact, if he is no the slave of the individual master, he is the 
slave of society, and holds his liberty as a privilege, not as a right. He is at the mercy of the mob, 

and has no means of protecting himself. 

It may be objected, however, that this pressing of the negro's right to suffrage is premature. 
Let us have slavery abolished, it may be said, let us have labor organized, and then, in the natural 
course of events, the right of suffrage will be extended to the negro. I do not agree with this. 
The constitution of the human mind is such, that if it once disregards the conviction forced upon 
it by a revelation of truth, it requires the exercise of a higher power to produce the same 

conviction afterwards. 

This is the hour. Our streets are in mourning, tears are falling at every fireside, and under the 
chastisement of this Rebellion we have almost come up to the point of conceding this great, this 
all-important right of suffrage. I fear that if we fail to do it now, if abolitionists fail to press it 
now, we may not see, for centuries to come, the same disposition that exists at this moment. 

Hence, I say, now is the time to press this right. 

It may be asked, "Why do you want it? Some men have got along very well without it. 
Women have not this right." Shall we justify one wrong with another? That is a sufficient 
answer. Shall we at this moment justify the deprivation of the negro of the right to vote, because 
some one else is deprived of that privilege? I hold that women, as well as men, have the right to 
vote, and my heart and my voice go with the movement to extend suffrage to woman; but that 
question rests upon another basis than that on which our right rests. We may be asked, I say, 
why we want it. I will tell you why we want it. We want it because it is our right, first of all. 
No class of men can, without insulting their own nature, be content with any deprivation of their 
rights. We want it, again, as a means for educating our race. Men are so constituted that they 
deprive their conviction of their own possibilities largely from the estimate from estimate formed 
of them by others. If nothing is expected of a people, that people will find if difficult to 
contradict that expectation. By depriving us of suffrage, you a ffir m our incapacity to form an 
intelligent judgment respecting public men and public measures; you declare before the world 
that we are unfit to exercise the elective franchise, and by this means lead us to undervalue 
ourselves, to put a low estimate upon ourselves, and to feel that we have no possibilities l ik e 
other men. Again, I want the elective franchise, for one, as a colored man, because ours is a 
peculiar government, based upon a peculiar idea, and that idea is universal suffrage...here, where 
universal suffrage is the rule, where that is the fundamental idea of the Government, to rule us 
out is to make us an exception, to brand us with the stigma of inferiority, and to invite to our 
heads the missiles of those about us; therefore, I want the franchise for the black man. 

I know that we are inferior to you in some things--virtually inferior. We walk among you like 
dwarfs among giants. Our heads are scarcely seen above the great sea of humanity. The German 
are superior to us; the Irish are superior to us; the Yankees are superior to us; they can do what 



we cannot, that is, what we have not hitherto been allowed to do. But while I make this 
admission, I utterly deny that we are originally, or naturally, or practically, or in any way, or in 
any important sense, inferior to anybody on this globe. This charge of inferiority is an old 
dodge. It had been made available for oppression on many occasions. It is only about six 
centuries since the blue-eyed and fair-haired Anglo-Saxon were considered inferior by the 
haughty Normans, who once trampled upon them. If you read the history of the Norman 
Conquest, you will fmd that this proud Anglo-Saxon was once looked upon as of coarser clay 
than his Norman master, and might be found in the highways and byways of old England 
laboring with a brass collar on his neck, and the name of his master marked upon it. You were 
down then! You are up now. I am glad you are up, and I want you to be glad to help us up also. 

The story of our inferiority is an old dodge, as I have said, for wherever men oppress 
their fellows, wherever they enslave them, they will endeavor to find the needed apology for 
such enslavement and oppression in the character of the people oppressed and enslaved. When 
we wanted, a few years ago, a slice of Mexico, it was hinted that the Mexican were an inferior 
race, that the old Castilian blood had become so weak that it would scarcely mn down hill, and 
that Mexico needed the long, strong and beneficent arm of the Anglo-Saxon care extended over 
it. We said that it was necessary to its salvation, and a part of the "manifest destiny" of this 
Republic, to extend our arm over that dilapidated government. So, too, when Russia wanted to 
take possession of a part of the Ottoman Empire, the Turks were "and inferior race." So too, 
when England wants to set the heel of her power more firmly in the quivering heart of Ireland, 
the Celts are an "inferior race." So, too, the negro, when he is to be robbed of any right which is 
justly his, is an "inferior man." It is said that we are ignorant; I admit it. But if we know enough 
to be hung, we know enough to vote. If the negro knows enough to pay taxes to support the 
government, he knows enough to vote; taxation and representation should go together. If he 
knows enough to shoulder a musket and fight for the flag, fight for the government, he knows 
enough to vote. If he knows as much when he is sober as an Irishman knows when drunk, he 
knows enough to vote, on good American principles. 

What have you asked the black men of the South, the black men of the whole country, to do? 
Why, you have asked them to incur the deadly enmity of their masters, in order to befriend you 
and to befriend this Government. You have asked us to call down, not only upon ourselves, but 
upon our children's children, the deadly hate of the entire Southern people. You have called 
upon us to turn our backs upon our masters, to abandon their cause and espouse yours; to turn 
against the South and in favor of the North; to shoot down the Confederacy and uphold the flag- 
the American flag. You have called upon us to expose ourselves to all the subtle machinations of 
their malignity for all time. And now, what do you propose to do when you come to make 
peace? To reward your enemies, and trample in the dust your friends? Do you intend to 
sacrifice the very men who have come to the rescue of your banner in the South, and incurred the 
lasting displeasure of their masters thereby? Do you intend to sacrifice them and reward your 
enemies? Do you mean to give your enemies the right to vote, and take it away from your 
friends?...When this nation was in trouble, in its early struggles, it looked upon the negro as a 
citizen. In 1776 he was a citizen. At the time of the formation of the Constitution the negro had 
the right to vote in eleven States out of the old thirteen. In your trouble you have made us 
citizens. In 1812 Gen. Jackson addressed us as citizens--"fellow citizens." He wanted us to 
fight. We were citizens then! And now, when you come to frame a conscription bill, the negro 
is a citizen again. He has been a citizen just three times in the history of this government, and it 
has always been in time of trouble. In time of trouble we are citizens. Shall we be citizens in 
war, and aliens in peace? Would that be just?... 



When I ask for the negro is not benevolence, not pity, not sympathy, but simply justice. The 
American people have always been anxious to know what they shall do with us. I have but one 
answer from the beginning. Do nothing with us! Your doing with us has already played the 
mischief with us. Do nothing with us! Let him live or die by that. If you will only untie his 
hands, and give him a chance, I think he will live... 

Source: The Equality of All Men Before the Law Claimed and Defended; in Speech by Honor. 
William D. Kelley, Wendell Phillips, and Frederick Douglass (Boston, 1865), pp. 36-39. 




PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND BLACK LEADERS 


On February 7, 1866, Frederick Douglass, George Downing and other black leaders met with 
President Andrew Johnson at the White House. This, the first meeting between an American 
president and black political spokesmen, showed the wide disparity between the President 's 
views on voting rights for the ex-slaves and those of the assembled black activists. Part of the 

exchange is reprinted below. 


Mr. Fred. Douglass advanced and addressed the President, saying: 

Mr. President, we are not here to enlighten you, sir, as to your duties as the Chief 
Magistrate of this Republic, but to show our respect, and to present in brief the claims of our race 
to your favorable consideration. In the order of Divine Providence you are placed in a position 
where you have the power to save or destroy us, to bless or blast us--I mean our whole race. 
Your noble and humane predecessor placed in our hands the sword to assist in saving the nation, 
and we do hope that you, his able successor, will favorably regard the placing in our hands the 

ballot with which to save ourselves. 

We shall submit no argument on that point. The fact that we are the subjects of 
Government, and subject to taxation, subject to volunteer in the service of the country, subject to 
being drafted, subject to bear the burdens of the State, makes it not improper that we should ask 

to share in the privileges of this condition. 

I have no speech to make on this occasion. I simply submit these observations as a 
limited expression of the views and feelings of the delegation with which I have come. 

Response of the President: 

In reply to some of your inquiries, not to make a speech about this thing, for it is always 
best to talk plainly and distinctly about such matters, I will say that if I have not given evidence 
in my course that I am a friend of humanity, and to that portion of it which constitutes the 

colored population, I can give no evidence here.All that I possessed, life, liberty, and 

property, have been put up in connection with that question, when I had every inducement held 
out to take the other course.... If I know myself, and the feelings of my own heart, they have been 
for the colored man. I have owned slaves and bought slaves, but I never sold one. So far as my 
connection with slaves has gone, I have been their slave instead of their being mine. Some have 
even followed me here, while others are occupying and enjoying my property with my consent. 

I am free to say to you that I do not like to be arraigned by someone who can get up 
handsomely-rounded periods and deal in rhetoric, and talk about abstract ideas of liberty, who 
never periled life, liberty, or property. This kin d of theoretical, hollow, unpractical friendship 
amounts to but very little. While I say that I am a friend of the colored man, I do not want to 
adopt a policy that I believe will end in a contest between the races, which if persisted in will 
result in the extermination of one or the other. God forbid that I should be engaged in such a 

work! 


Source: Leslie H. Fishel and Benjamin Quarles, The Negro American: A Documentary History, 

(Glenview, III., 1967), p. 135. 




THADDEUS STEVENS DEMANDS BLACK SUFFRAGE 


Pennsylvania Representative Thaddeus Stevens was one of the leaders of the Radical 
Republicans in the Post Civil War Congress. In 1867 Stevens makes an impassioned plea for 
black suffrage before the House of Representatives. 


There are several good reasons for the passage of this bill [for reconstructing the South]. 
In the first place, it is just. I am now confining my argument to Negro suffrage in the rebel 
states. Have not loyal blacks quite as good a right to choose rulers and make laws as rebel 

whites? 

In the second place, it is a necessity in order to protect the loyal white men in the seceded 
states. The white Union men are in a great minority in each of those states. With them the 
blacks would act in a body; and it is believed that in each of said states, except one, the two 
united would form a majority, control the states and protect themselves. Now they are the 
victims of daily murder. They must suffer constant persecution, or be exiled.... 

Another good reason is, it would insure the ascendancy of the Union [Republican] Party. 
"Do you avow the party purpose?" exclaims some horror- stricken demagogue. I do. For I 
believe, on my conscience, that on the continued ascendancy of that party depends the safety of 

this great nation. 

If impartial suffrage is excluded in the rebel states, then every one of them is sure to send 
a solid rebel representative delegation to Congress, and cast a solid rebel electoral vote. They, 
with their kin dred Copperheads of the North, would always elect the President and control 
Congress. Whole Slavery sat upon her defiant throne, and insulted and intimidated the trembling 
North.... Now, you must divide them between loyalists, without regard to color, and disloyalists, 
or you will be the perpetual vassals of the free-trade, irritated, revengeful South. 

For these, among other reasons, I am for Negro suffrage in every rebel state. If it be just, 
it should not be denied; if it be necessary, it should be adopted; if it be a punishment to traitors, 

they deserve it. 


Source: Thomas A. Bailey & David M. Kennedy, The American Spirit, Vol. II, (Lexington, Mass: 

D. C. Heath and Company, 1984), pp. 457-458. 



A DEBATE OVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Until the 1960s most historians of Reconstruction assumed that black politicians made virtually 
no contribution to the post Civil War debates surrounding land redistribution and the public 
school system. The historical record clearly shows otherwise. In the following account from the 
Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of South Carolina in 1868, we see the spirited 
discussion among black politicians over compulsory education. Here is part of the debate. 


MR. R. C. DE LARGE: I am not well acquainted with all the clauses in the constitution of 
Massachusetts, and speak only from my historic knowledge of that people. This section 
proposes to open these schools to all persons, irrespective of color, to open every seminary of 
learning to all. Heartily do I endorse the object, but the manner in which it is to be enforced 
meets my most earnest disapproval. I do not propose to enact in this report a section that may be 
used by our enemies to appeal to the worst passions of a class of people in this State. The 
schools may be opened to all, under proper provisions in the Constitution, but to declare that 
parents "shall" send their children to them whether they are willing or not is, in my judgment, 
going to a step beyond the bounds of pmdence. Is there any logic or reason in inserting in the 
Constitution a provision which cannot be enforced? What do we intend to give the legislature 
power to do? In one breath you propose to protect minor children, and in the next to punish their 
parents by fine and imprisonment if they do not send their children to school. For these reasons I 
am opposed to the section, and urge that the word "compulsory" shall be stricken out. 

MR. A. J. RANSIER: I am sorry to differ with my colleague from Charleston on this question. I 
contend that in proportion to the education of the people so is their progress in civilization. 
Believing this, I believe that the Committee have properly provided for the compulsory 
education of all the children in this State between the ages named in the section. 

I recognize the importance of this measure, there is a seeming objection to the word 
"compulsory," but I do not think it of grave importance. My friend does not like it, because he 
says it is contrary to the spirit of republicanism. To be free, however, is not to enjoy u nlim ited 
license, or my friend himself might desire to enslave again his fellow men. 

Now I propose to support this section fully, and believe that the more it is considered in all its 
bearings upon the welfare of our people, the greater will be the desire that every parent shall, by 
some means, be compelled to educate his children and fit them for the responsibilities of life. As 
to the particular mode of enforcing attendance at school, we leave that an open question. At 
present we are only asserting the general principle, and the Legislature will provide for its 

application. 

Upon the success of republicanism depends the progress which our people are destined to 
make. If parents are disposed to clog this progress by neglecting the education of their children, 
for one, I will not aid and abet them. Hence, this, in my opinion, is an exceedingly wise 
provision, and I am content to tmst to the Legislature to carry out the measures to which it 

necessarily leads. 

Vice and degradation go hand in hand with ignorance. Civilization and enlightenment follow 
fast upon the footsteps of the schoolmaster; and if education must be enforced to secure these 
grand results, I say let the compulsory process go on. 



MR. R. C. DE LARGE: Can the gentleman demonstrate how the Legislature is to enforce the 
education of children without punishment of their parents by fine or imprisonment. 


MR. A. J. RANSIER: When that question arises in the Legislature, I hope we shall answer that 
question. If there is any one thing to which we may attribute the sufferings endured by this 
people, it is the gross ignorance of the masses. While we propose to avoid all dif ficulties which 
may be fraught with evil to the community, we shall, nevertheless, insist upon our right to 
provide for the exercise of the great moral agencies which education always brings to bear upon 
public opinion, had there been such a provision as this in the Constitution of South Carolina 
heretofore, there is no doubt that many of the evils which at present exist would have been 
avoided, and the people would have been advanced to a higher stage of civilization and morals, 
and we would not have been called upon to mourn the loss of the flower of the youth of our 
country. In conclusion, I favor this section as it stands. I do not think it will militate against the 
cause of republicanism, but, on the contrary, be of benefit both to it and to the people whom we 
represent. Feeling that everything depends on the education of the rising generation, I shall give 
this measure my vote, and use all my exertions to secure its adoption into this Constitution. 

MR. B. F. RANDOLPH: In favoring, as I do, compulsory attendance at school, I cannot for the 
life of me see in what manner republicanism is at stake. It seems to have been the fashion on this 
floor to question a man's republicanism because he chooses to differ with others on general 
principles. Now this is a question which does not concern republicanism at all. It is simply a 
matter of justice which is due to a people, and it might be just as consistently urged that it is 
contrary to republican principles to organize the militia, as to urge that this provision is anti¬ 
republican because it compels parents to see to the education of their children. 

MR. B. O. DUNCAN: Does the gentleman propose to educate children at the point of the 

bayonet, through the militia? 

MR. B. F. RANDOLPH: If necessary, we may call out the militia to enforce the law. Now, the 
gentlemen on the other side have given no reasons why the word "compulsory" should be 

stricken out. 

MR. R. C. DE LARGE: Can you name any State where the provisions exists in its Constitution? 

MR. B. F. RANDOLPH: It exists in Massachusetts. 

MR. R. C. DE LARGE: That is not so. 

MR. F. L. CARDOZO: This system has been tested in Germany, and I defy the gentlemen from 
Charleston to deny the fact. It has also been tested in several States of the Union, and I defy the 
gentleman to show that is has not been a success. It becomes the duty of the opposition if they 
want this section stricken from the report, to show that where it has been applied it has failed to 

produce the result desired. 

MR. J. J. WRIGHT: Will you inform us what State in the Union compels parents to send their 

children to school? 



MR. B. F. RANDOLPH: The State of New Hampshire is one. It may be asked what is the object 
of law? It is not only for the purpose of restraining men from doing wrong, but for the protection 
of all citizens of a State, and the promotion of the general welfare. Blackstone lays it down as 
one of the objects, the furthering, as far as it can consistently be done of the general welfare of 
the people. It is one of the objects of law, as far as practicable, not to restrain wrong by 
punishing man for violating the right, but also one of its grand objects to build up civilization, 
and this is the grand object of this provision in the report of the Committee on Education. It 
proposes to further civ ili zation and I look upon it as one of the most important results which will 
follow the defeat of the rebel armies, the establishment among the people who have long been 
deprived of the privilege of education, a law which will compel parents to send their children to 

school. 


Source: Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of South Carolina (Charleston, 1868), pp. 
686-94, 705-08. Reprinted in Thomas R. Frazier, Afro-American History: Primary 
Sources. (Chicago, 1988) pp. 138-142. 



BLACK VOTING RIGHTS: THE VIEW FROM THE FAR WEST 


In an 1870 editorial the Olympia (Washington Territory) Commercial Age outlined its position 
on black voting by publishing a long letter on the subject from one of its local readers. The 

paper's position is reprinted below. 


Although the Fifteenth Amendment does not particularly affect us in this Territory, as the 
colored folks have been voters among us for sometime already, yet it will be a matter of much 
importance in both Oregon and California. The following from an exchange contains much truth 
and will prove of interest to many of our readers: 

"The number of colored men whose right to vote will be established by the 
Fifteenth Amendment is estimated at 850,000. Of these 790,000 are in the South, 

41,000 in the states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana; 

7,500 in New England, and 8,500 in the remaining Western States. These 
statistics we find in the [Baltimore] Sun, and assume that they are approximately 

accurate. 

These 850,000 black men may perhaps hold the balance of power between the two 
political parties in the next presidential election and for a long time to come. If the Democratic 
party persists in its long-time inveterate hostility to the negro, some of the closely-divided states 
will in all probability be insured to the Republicans by the negro vote. Among these states we 
may mention Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Ohio. But will 
the Democratic party be so stupid as to drive these new voters en masse into the Republican 
fold? We doubt it. On the contrary, we expect to see that party making special efforts to win 
these voters--enough of them, at least, to divide their strength. But, if the Republicans are hue to 
themselves and their principles, they will have a decided advantage over their opponents in this 
struggle--at least, so far as the more intelligent of the negroes are concerned. 

The negroes know, of course, that they owe their enfranchisement to the Republican 
party, while they have every reason for regarding the other party with aversion and distrust. But 
they cannot all be expected to take the highest view of their obligations as citizens; and many of 
them, will, no doubt, be ready to fall into the snares which unscmpulous Democrats will be sure 
to lay in their path. The Republicans, moreover, are by no means all saints, nor all entirely 
exempt from the spirit of estate. Mean men in this party, as in the other, will, no doubt, continue 
to behave shabbily toward the new-made voters, thus helping the Democrats to "divide that they 
may conquer." It will be a happy day for the country when the people shall no more care to 
inquire whether a voter or a candidate for office is white or black than whether he is tall or 

short." 


Source: The (Olympia, Washington Territory) Commercial Age , March 26, 1870. 



BLACK VOTING RIGHTS: A HAWAIIAN NEWSPAPER'S VIEW 


The debate over black voting rights occasionally extended beyond the boundaries of the United 
States as when the Honolulu Friend , an English-language Hawaiian newspaper urged in 1865 
that suffrage be extended to the newly freed slaves. Its editorial, reprinted in the San Francisco 

Elevator , appears below. 


In glancing over the files of the American papers, the most prominent question of 
discussion appears to be the status of the negro. Shall he, or shall he not be admitted to all the 
civil and political rights of the white inhabitants? This is the question. Of course there is a great 
difference of opinion upon the subject. Such men as Chief Justice Chase, Senator Sumner, and a 
host of leading men of the Republican party, take the ground that the negro should now be 
permitted to vote and enjoy all the privileges of the white population. 

In our opinion these men occupy the only consistent and correct ground. The negro has 
nobly fought for the country, and now not to allow him all the rights and privileges enjoyed by 
his fellow soldiers would be wrong. A loyal negro, true to his country and the flag, is surely as 
good a citizen as a rebel , although he [the rebel] may have recently take the oath of allegiance. 

We hope Americans will start aright this time. Give the colored man a fair start, and let 
him try for himself. We believe most fully in the doctrine that all men should enjoy equal civil 
and political rights. The tendency is towards that point in all lands. Revolutions go not 

backward. 


Source: The Honolulu Friend, reprinted in the San Francisco Elevator , October 13, 1865, p. 1. 



THE RECONSTRUCTION AMENDMENTS: OREGON'S RESPONSE 


In the following vignette historian Elizabeth McLagan describes the Oregon legislature's 
response to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the U. S. Constitution. 


Duiing the Civil War the [Oregon] legislature passed the last anti-black state laws, with 
the exception of the ban on intermarriage passed in 1866. Between 1866 and 1872, the 
legislature was required to consider ratification of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, 
which gave citizenship to black people and the right to vote to black men. I twa clear, however, 
that these amendments were unpopular with most Oregonians.... The Oregon Statesman , in an 
editorial published [in 1865], predicted that giving the vote to blacks would have a revolutionary 
influence on society.... Full suffrage would result in a "war of the races," the editorial concluded. 

If we make the African a citizen, we cannot deny the same right to the 
Indian or the Mongolian (the Chinese, Japanese and other Asians). Then how 
long would we have peace and prosperity when four races separate, distinct and 
antagonistic should be at the polls and contend for the control of government? 

The 1866 legislature, still controlled by the [Republicans] but with a strong minority of 
Democrats, considered and ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, although the vote was close.... 

The Democrats made two attempts to withdraw ratification but....these attempts failed. 

This legislature also passed another law prohibiting intermarriage. It was directed not 
only against white/black marriages, but against anyone with "one-fourth or more Negro, Chinese 
or [Hawaiian] blood, or any person having more than one half Indian blood. It passed with little 
debate the combined vote was 47 in favor, 8 opposed and 3 absent. The penalty for disobeying 
the law was a prison sentence of not less than three months, or up to one year in jail. Any person 
authorized to conduct marriages who broke the law by marrying two people illegally was subject 
to the same penalty, with an additional $1,000 fine. This law was not repealed until 1951. 

The legislator's reluctance to endorse the Fourteenth Amendment was the subject of 
debate in the local press as well. In 1867, the Eugene Weekly Democratic Review printed a 

vicious attack on black people. 

....gaping, bullet pated, thick lipped, wooly headed, animal-jawed crowd 
of niggers, the dregs of broken up plantations, idle and vicious blacks, released 
from wholesome restraints of task masters and overseers.... Greasy, dirty, lousy, 
they drowsily look down upon the assembled wisdom of a dissevered Union. 

Sleepily listen to legislators who have given them their freedom and now propose 
to invest them with the highest privileges of American citizenship. 

Because of its rabid pro-South rhetoric, this paper had been suppressed during the Civil 

War. 

In 1868, another attempt was made to repeal ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment, 
declared to be ratified nationally only six weeks previously. This time the repeal passed in both 
chambers by a combined vote of 39 to 27. This session also recalled Oregon Senators George H. 

Wil li ams and Henry W. Corbett, criticized for their support of Reconstruction. Wi lli ams was 
also active in the campaign to impeach President Andrew Johnson, who had become the hero of 



the Democratic Party for his opposition to Reconstruction. The legislature was not deluded into 
thinking that its actions would make any difference; the Oregonian predicted that if copies of the 
resolutions ever reached Congress they would probably be used to light someone's cigar.... 
The Fifteenth Amendment was proposed, ratified and declared in force by Congress 
between Oregon's 1868 and 1870 legislative sessions.... The legislative session of 
1870....declared the Fifteenth Amendment was "an infringement on popular rights and a direct 
falsification of the pledges made to the state of Oregon by the federal government." The 
Fifteenth Amendment was finally ratified by the centennial legislature of 1959. 

Although Oregon refused to ratify the Fifteenth Amendment, a state Supreme Court 
decision rendered in 1870 af fir med the right of black men to vote. The case involved the 
election of a county commissioner in Wasco County, and C.H. Yates and W.S. Ford, two black 
men who had voted.... That same year the Oregonian , which five years earlier had opposed the 
Fifteen Amendment, ran an editorial which admitted: 

There are but a few colored men in Oregon, and their political influence 
cannot be great. But these here are, as a rule, quiet, industrious and intelligent 
citizens. We cannot doubt they will exercise intelligently the franchise with 
which they are newly invested. 

Resistance to accepting the black vote....was overcome not by a change in attitude, but 
because Oregonians realized that federal civil rights legislation had to be acknowledged, if not 
endorsed. By 1870, change was inevitable, so Oregonians acquiesced. Blacks were granted civil 
rights under the terms imposed by the federal government, without the endorsement of the state 
legislature. Oregon's black population was small and posed little threat to the established order. 

The period of enacting racist legislation had ended, but it would be many years before the 
legislature would begin to take an interest in passing laws that would allow black people to enjoy 

equal rights as citizens of the state. 


Source: Elizabeth McLagan, A Peculiar Paradise: A History of Blacks in Oregon, 1788-1940 

(Portland, 1980), pp. 68-74. 



BLACK RECONSTRUCTION POLITICIANS 


Name 


State 


Term in Office 


U.S. Senate 


Hirim Revels 

Mississippi 

1870-1871 

Blanche K. Bruce 

Mississippi 

1875-1881 

U.S. House of Representatives 


John W. Menard 

Louisiana 

1868* 

Joseph H. Rainey 

South Carolina 

1869-1879 

Robert B. Elliot 

South Carolina 

1871-1874 

Robert Carlos DeLarge 

South Carolina 187 

1873 



Alonzo J. Ransier 

South Carolina 

1873-1875 

Richard H. Cain South Carolina 

1873-1875;1877-1879 

Robert Smalls South Carolina 

1875-1879; 1881-1887 

Thomas E. Miller 

South Carolina 

1889-1891 

George W. Murray 

South Carolina 

1893-1897 

John A. Hyman 

North Carolina 

1875-1877 

John E. O'Hara 

North Carolina 

1883-1887 

Henry P. Cheatham 

North Carolina 

1889-1893 

George H. White 

North Carolina 

1897-1901 

Benjamin S. Turner 

Alabama 

1871-1873 

John T. Rapier 

Alabama 

1873-1875 

Jeremiah Horalson 

Alabama 

1875-1877 

John R. Lynch Mississippi 

1873-1877; 1881-1883 

Charles E. Nash 

Louisiana 

1875-1877 

Josiah T. Walls 

Florida 

1871-1877 

Jefferson F. Long 

Georgia 

1869-1871 

John M. Langston 

Virginia 

1889-1891 


Governor 


Pickney B. S. Pinchback 


Louisiana 45 days in 1877 


Lieutenant Governors 


Oscar J. Dunn 
Caesar C. Antoine 
Pickney B. S. Pinchback 

Alexander K. Davis 
Alonzo J. Ransier 
Richard H. Gleaves 


Louisiana 1869-1873 

Louisiana 1873-1875 

Louisiana 1875-1877 
Mississippi 1873-1875 

South Carolina 1870-1872 

South Carolina 1874-1876 


Speakers of the House of Representatives 

Samuel J. Lee South Carolina 1872-1874 

Robert B. Elliott South Carolina 1874-1876 

John R. Lynch Mississippi 1871-1873 



I. D. Shadd 


Mississippi 


1873-1875 


*Menard was not seated by the U.S. House of Representatives 



Name 


State 


Term in Office 


Secretaries of State 


Jonathan C. Gibbs 

Florida 

1868-1872 

Francis L. Cardozo 

South Carolina 

1868-1872 

James Lynch 

Mississippi 

1871-1872** 

Pierre G. Deslonde 

Louisiana 

1872-1874 

James Hill 

Mississippi 

1873-1875 

John R. Lynch 

Mississippi 

1883-1896 

State Treasurers 


Francis L. Cardozo 

South Carolina 

1872-1876 

Antoine Dubuclet 

Louisiana 

1872-1876 

State Supreme Court Justice 


Jonathan J. Wright 

South Carolina 

1868-1876 


**Died in office 


FIRST RECONSTRUCTION LEGISLATURES 


Black % of Black 
State Pop. (1870) Legislators 


South Carolina 

59 

Mississippi 

56 

Louisiana 

51 

Florida 49 

Alabama 

48 

Georgia 

46 

Virginia 

42 

North Carolina 

37 

Texas 31 

Tennessee 

26 

Arkansas 

25 


White 

Black % of 

Legislators 

Legislators 

84 


73 

53 

40 


75 

34 

49 


88 

36 


57 


25 

26 


58 

30 

32 


214 

13 

27 


154 

15 

19 


135 

12 


156 


6 

1 


94 

1 

0 


87 

0 



SOUTH CAROLINA UNDER BLACK GOVERNMENT 


James S. Pike, a Maine Republican and former abolitionist, toured South Carolina in 1873 and 
wrote a highly critical account of Reconstruction in that state. Here is part of his description of 
the state legislature that became the basis for the myth of black incompetence during 

reconstruction. 


Yesterday, about 4 p.m., the assembled wisdom of the State....issued forth from the State 
House. About three-quarters of the crowd belonged to the African race. They were of every 
hue, from the light octoroon to the deep black. They were such a body of men as might pour our 
of a market- house at random in any Southern state.... 

"My God, look at this!" was the unbidden ejaculation of a low-country planter, clad in 
homespun, as he leaned over the rail inside the House, gazing excitedly upon the body in session. 

"This is the first time I have been here. I thought I knew what we were doing when we 
consented to emancipation. I knew the negro....but I never though it would come to this. Let me 

go-" 

In the place of this old aristocratic society stands the mde form of the most ignorant 
democracy that mankind ever saw, invested with the functions of government.... It is barbarism 
overwhelming civi liz ation by physical force. It is the slave rioting in the halls of his master, and 

putting that master under his feet. 

....The body is almost literally a Black Parliament, and it is the only one on the face of the 
earth which is representative of a white constituency and the professed exponent of an advanced 
type of modem civilization....The Speaker is black, the Clerk is black....the chairman of the 
Ways and Means is black, and the chaplain is coal-black. 

One of the things that first strike a casual observer in this negro assembly is the fluency 
of debate....When an appropriation bill is up to raise money to catch and punish the Ku-klux, 
they know exactly what it means. So, too, with educational measures. The free school comes 
right home to them.... Sambo can talk on these topics and their endless ramifications, day in and 

day out. 

The negro is imitative in the extreme. He can copy like a parrot or a monkey...He 
believes he can do any thing, and never loses a chance to try.... He is more vivacious than the 
white, and , being more volatile and good-natured, he is correspondingly more irrepressible.... 
He answers completely to the description of a stupid speaker in Parliament, given by Lord Derby 
on one occasion. It was said of him that he did not know what he was going to say when he got 
up; he did not know what he was saying while he was speaking, and he did not know what he 

had said when he sat down. 

Will South Carolina be Africanized? That depends. The pickaninnies die off from want 
of care. Some blacks are coming in from North Carolina and Virginia, but others are going off 
farther South. The white young men who were growing into manhood did not seem inclined to 
leave their homes and migrate to foreign parts....The old slave-holders still hold their lands. The 
negroes were poor and unable to buy, even if the land-owners would sell. The whites seem 
likely to hold their own while the blacks fall off. 


Source: Richard N. Current and John A. Garraty, eel., Words that Made American History Since 
The Civil War . (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1965), pp. 57-61. 



RECONSTRUCTION IN MACON COUNTY, AUABAMA 


The history of Reconstruction in local areas of the South both confirms ancl contradicts the often 
sweeping generalizations applied the to region as a whole. In the account below of politics in 
Macon County, Alabama, (the future home ofTuskegee Institute) in 1870 we see the anti-black 
violence which underlay the political rivalry between conservative Democrats and "radical" 

Republicans. 


James Alston returned to his home in Tuskegee, Alabama, alone on a Saturday night in 
early June 1870 from a meeting of the Republican party at the Zion Negro Church. The leader of 
the local black Republicans, Alston represented Macon County in the Alabama state legislature. 
Just as he and his wife were going to bed, a hail of gunfire blasted the house, part of it striking 
him in the back and hip. Mrs. Alston, who was pregnant, was hit in the foot. Alston counted 
more than three hundred buckshot holes in his house. Remarkably, neither he nor his wife was 
seriously injured. He had not seen his assailants but he had a good idea of who they were. The 
next morning he sent word to his fellow Macon County freedmen to come to Tuskegee. Several 
hundred armed blacks arrived to offer protection against Alston's enemies, the local white 

Democrats. 

Greatly alarmed by the black response, Tuskegee whites quickly met to organize a party 
of forty armed men to patrol the town. General Cullen Battle, a local lawyer and planter who 
nine years before had raised the Tuskegee Light Infantry for the Confederacy, was appointed by 
the county sheriff, a white Republican currying Democratic favor, to lead the patrol. Beyond his 
command experience in the Confederate Army, Battle's qualifications for the task included his 
special relationship with James Alston: Alston had once been his slave.... Battle promised Alston 
there would be no further attacks on him, whereupon the hundreds of freedmen dispersed, 

leaving only a small protective force. 

Alston's problems had hardly ended. Later that morning Thomas Dryer, a prominent 
white merchant and Democrat who lived next door, sent Alston a message threatening his life. 

That night Alston's home was fired on again. The following morning a conciliatory General 
Battle appeared once more.... Battle said, "Jim, I have found that blacks will fight. I come now 
to you to make a compromise.... The county is big enough for all of us to five, and if you will 
quiet your men, I will quiet mine." Alston replied that the "colored men in Macon" were already 

"law-abiding and quiet." 

Shortly after Battle left, eight local Democrats came to tell Alston that if he wished to 
five he had to leave Macon County. Among those in the group were his neighbor Dryer; Robert 
Johnson, whom he believe to be the father of his mulatto wife....George Washington Campbell, a 
prominent merchant; and Colonel Robert Abercrombie, a leading lawyer and planter. Alston 
was persuaded, but found even leaving dangerous. He spent ten days in nearby swamps avoiding 
would-be assassins--hired by Abercrombie, he believed--before he made his way to 
Montgomery, forty miles to the west. 


Source: Robert J. Norrell, Reaping the Whirlwind: The Civil Rights Movement in Tuskegee, 

(New York, 1985), pp. 3-4. 



THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI 


During the 1875 Mississippi gubernatorial campaign white supremacist elements vowed to "take 
back the government" of the state by violence if necessary from the black and white Republicans 
who had been in control for the past six years. In the account below historian Vernon Lane 
Wharton describes examples of the tactics employed in the central Mississippi town of Meridian 
in 1871 which provided a model for the 1875 election. 


In the political, economic, and social subjugation of the freedmen, the most effective weapon 
ever developed was the "riot." Because this fact was discovered in the Meridian riot of 1871, 
that incident deserves some attention. In the spring of 1871, Meridian, a rapidly growing 
railroad town in the eastern part of the state, was under the control of white Republicans 
appointed to office by Governor Alcorn, and of negro leaders including J. Aaron Moore, Wi ll iam 
Clopton, and Warren Tyler. The population of this new town could best be described as "tough," 
and relations between the races were bad. For the purpose of discussing the situation, the 
Negroes were brought together in a mass meeting early in March, and were addressed by the 
three negro leaders and William Sturgis, the white Republican mayor. While the meeting was 
going on, a fire alarm was heard, and it was discovered that a store owned by Sturgis was on fire. 

In the resultant excitement, there was further unpleasantness between the whites and the blacks. 

On the following morning, white citizens persuaded a lawyer who had not been present at the 
Republican meeting to prepare an affidavit to the effect that the speeches of Warren Tyler, Bill 
Dennis [Clopton], and Aaron Moore had been of an incendiary character. The trial of these men 
was held the following Sunday afternoon before Judge Bramlette, a native white Republican, in a 
crowded court room. According to the prosecutor, one of the Negroes, Warren Tyler, interrupted 
James Brantley, a white witness, to say, "I want three colored men summoned to impeach your 
testimony." Brantley then seized the city's marshal's stick and started toward the Negro. Tyler, 
moving toward a side door, reached back as though to draw a pistol, and general firing 
immediately began in the rear of the court room. Although it seems that no one actually saw 
Tyler fire, and although negroes stoutly denied that he did so, the available evidence indicates 
that he probably shot at the advancing Brantley and, missing him, killed Judge Bramlette. W.H. 
hardy, a local Democratic leader, later wrote a description of the affair in which he attributed the 
shot that kil led Bramlette to the negro Bill Dennis. In this he was probably incorrect, but to the 

rest of his story there is general agreement. 

As' quick as a flash the white men sitting in the rear drew their pistols and fired upon 
Dennis. [Tyler had run through the side door and leaped to the ground from a second-floor 
veranda.] By the time the smoke cleared away the courtroom had but few people left in it. 
Judge Bramlette was found dead and Bill Dennis mortally wounded. The riot [sic] was on and 
white men and negroes were seen running in every direction; the white men to get their arms and 
the negroes in mortal terror to seek a place of hiding. Every man that could do so got a gun or a 
pistol and went on the hunt for negroes... The two men left to guard the wounded Bill Dennis in 
the sheriffs office grew tired of their job and threw him from the balcony into the middle of the 
street.... Warren Tyler was found concealed in a shack and shot to death. Aaron Moore had 
escaped from the courthouse in the confusion and lay out in the woods that night, and the next 
day made his way to Jackson .... It was not known how many negroes were killed by the enraged 
whites, but the number has been estimated at from twenty-five to thirty... The mayor, Bill Sturgis, 
was thoroughly overcome with terror at the vengeance of the people and concealed himself in 
the garret of his boarding house. Being a member of the Odd Fellow's order he opened 



communication with a member of the lodge, and it resulted in a cartel by which Sturgis was to 
resign the office of mayor and was to leave the state in twenty hours.... 


The affair marked the end of Republican control in the area surrounding Meridian. 


Source: Vernon Lane Wharton, The Negro in Mississippi, 1869-1890, (Chapel Hill, 1947), pp. 

181-185. 





AFRICAN AMERICAN POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 1790-1890 


Year 


Black Population 


% of Total 
Population 


1790 

757,208 

19.3 

1800 

1,002,037 

18.9 

1810 

1,377,808 

19.0 

1820 

1,771,656 

18.4 

1830 

2,328,842 

18.1 

1840 

2,873,648 

16.1 

1850 

3,638,808 

15.7 

1860 

4,441,830 

14.1 

1870 

4,880,009 

12.7 

1880 

6,580,793 

13.1 

1890 

7,488,676 

11.9 



